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REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 
of  the 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

for  the  Financial  Year  ended  31st  March,  1948 


A SURVEY  of  the  work  of  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind  during  the  past  twelve  months 
brings  to  light  two  striking  points  which  will,  we 
think,  considerably  interest  and  encourage  our  sup- 
porters. The  first  is  that  the  total  volume  of  the 
Institute’s  work  is  greater  to-day  than  it  has  ever 
been  ; the  second,  that  this  summit  of  achievement 
in  work  financed  almost  entirely  by  voluntary  funds 
has  been  reached  at  a time  when  the  rapid  extension 
of  State  social  assistance  may  have  seemed  to 
threaten  an  equally  rapid  decline  in  voluntary  social 
assistance. 

In  so  far  as  the  blind  are  concerned,  we  can  see  no 
sign  of  deterioration  in  the  value  and  scope  of  volun- 
tary assistance  nor  do  we  recognize  any  trace  of 
rivalry  between  it  and  State  assistance.  If  the 
State  takes  over  certain  activities  in  aid  of  the  blind, 
it  does  not  usurp  or  diminish  the  functions  of  volun- 
tary societies  ; to  that  extent,  it  relieves  them  and 
enables  them  to  improve  existing  and  develop  new 
activities.  In  the  British  way  of  political  and  social 
growth,  State  assistance  and  voluntary  assistance 
have  progressed  in  step,  but  voluntary  assistance  has 
always  led  the  way,  and  will,  we  trust,  continue  to 
do  so.  The  further  the  State  advances,  the  further 
must  we  adventure. 

To  this  assurance  of  the  growing  importance  and 
value  of  our  supporters’  efforts,  we  hasten  to  add  our 
deepest  thanks  to  them  for  all  that  they  have  accom- 
plished during  the  past  year.  The  generous  gift,  the 
laborious  personal  help,  the  untiring  thought  for  the 
well-being  of  the  sightless,  the  enthusiasm  which 
enlists  others  in  the  cause — these  and  similar 
expressions  of  goodwill,  voluntarily  rendered  by 
thousands  of  helpers  all  over  the  country,  have 
convinced  us  beyond  doubt  that  the  voluntary  spirit 
is  as  alive  and  vigorous  to-day  as  it  ever  was,  and 
that  we  need  have  no  fear  of  it  being  swamped  by 
increasing  statutory  duties  and  responsibilities. 

Some  of  our  supporters  who  intend  to  benefit  the 
Institute  under  their  Wills  have  sought  information 
on  whether  the  Institute’s  work  is  likely  to  be 
nationalised  in  the  future,  and  we  have  been  able 
to  reassure  them  most  emphatically  on  this  point. 
The  National  Health  Service  Act,  so  greatly 
affecting  voluntary  hospitals,  has  no  direct  applica- 
tion to  the  Institute’s  work  ; the  Disabled  Persons 
(Employment)  Act,  by  compelling  employers  to 
engage  a proportion  of  disabled  persons,  has  proved 
an  immense  boon  to  the  blind  and  created  an  oppor- 


tunity which  we  had  long  awaited  for  ever-increasing 
placement  activities,  now  costing  us  about  £10,000 
a year  ; the  National  Assistance  Act,  by  improving 
the  basic  conditions  of  the  blind,  offers  other  oppor- 
tunities, which  the  Institute  cannot  refuse,  for 
taking  further  steps  to  help  the  blind  towards  the 
independence  and  self-support  which  enable  them  to 
play  a constructive  part  in  the  life  of  the  community. 

Long  ago,  we,  the  Institute’s  Council,  accepted 
and  embodied  in  our  constitution  the  policy  of 
full  co-operation  between  statutory  and  voluntary 
authorities,  and  we  have  long  included  amongst  us 
representatives  of  Local  Authorities.  The  latest 
development  of  that  policy  is  the  appointment,  at 
our  invitation,  of  an  observer  to  attend  our  meetings 
by  each  of  the  four  Government  Departments  now 
responsible  for  Blind  Welfare — the  Ministries  of 
Education,  Health,  Labour,  and  National  Insurance. 
The  Government  of  to-day,  by  reason  of  its  pre- 
occupation with  vast  social  measures,  is  necessarily 
more  aware  of  the  Institute’s  work  than  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  past,  and  it  is  probable  that  more  and 
more  use  will  be  made  of  the  Institute’s  experience 
in  promoting  schemes  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind. 

In  these  circumstances,  we  appeal  most  earnestly 
for  greater  financial  aid.  Our  commitments  and 
projects,  described  in  the  following  pages,  have  the 
ample  proportions  dictated  by  the  social  spirit  of  the 
age  and  need  the  fullest  support  if  they  are  to  achieve 
their  object — the  raising  and  consolidation  of  the 
status  of  the  whole  blind  community.  Furthermore, 
the  cost  of  maintaining  our  work  has  risen  enormously, 
and  continues  to  rise.  We  hope,  therefore,  that  all 
readers  of  this  Report  will  make  the  most  generous 
use  they  can  of  the  forms  included  in  it — especially  the 
Form  of  Bequest.  Legacies  are  the  best  means  of 
ensuring  the  stability  of  the  Institute’s  work  and 
thereby  typifying  practically  the  undying  sympathy 
of  the  seeing  with  the  sightless. 

The  Institute’s  work  is  so  varied  in  character  that 
it  is  difficult  to  confine  it  within  rigid  classifications, 
but  for  convenience  we  are  grouping  it  under  four 
main  headings  : — 

1.  TECHNICAL— 

Braille  Books 
Braille  Music 
Moon  Books 

Braille  and  Moon  Periodicals 

Braille  MS.  Books  for  Students 

Braille  Transcriptions  of  Personal  Data,  etc. 


Page  5 


Apparatus  and  Appliances  for  the  Blind 
Wireless  Sets 
Scientific  Development 

2.  EDUCATIONAL— 

Sunshine  Home  Nursery  Schools 
Secondary  Schools  .. 

Schools  tor  Blind  Children  with  Other  Handicaps 
School  Journey  Centre 

3.  TRAINING  AND  EMPLOYMENT— 

Homes  of  Recovery  for  Newly  Blinded  Persons 
Professional  and  Technical  Training 
Industrial  and  Commercial  Placement 
Home  Workers-  Scheme 
Hostels  for  Students  and  Workers 

4.  PERSONAL  AND  GENERAL  WELFARE — 

Personal  Assistance 

Holiday  and  Residential  Homes 

National  Welfare 

Welfare  of  the  Blind  in  the  Commonwealth  and  in 
Foreign  Countries 

I.  TECHNICAL 

We  give  primary  place  to  the  technical  means  of 
overcoming  blindness  for  two  reasons : firstly, 
because  few  of  the  other  branches  of  our  work  could 
be  carried  on  effectively  without  them  ; secondly, 
because  they  benefit  in  some  degree  not  only  every 
one  of  the  87,000  blind  peoptle  of  the  United  Kingdom 
but  many  thousands  of  blind  people  in  the  British 
Commonwealth  and  throughout  the  world.  No 
School  for  the  Blind  could  be  run  without  Braille 


textbooks,  no  Home  for  the  Blind  would  be  complete 
without  a’ wireless  set  and  a Talking  Book  machine  ; 
and  it  would  be  a tragedy  for  the  whole  blind  com- 
munity if  it  were  deprived  of  our  embossed  books  and 
periodicals,  our  recorded  books,  our  Braille  music  j 
our  adapted  instruments  and  games,  and  dozens  of 
special  appliances  used  daily  by  the  blind  m their  I 
homes  or  in  earning  their  livelihood. 

Braille  Books.— During  the  year,  although  the  pre- 
war volume  of  Braille  book  production  has  been  I 
exceeded,  we  have  been  faced  by  an  increasing 
demand  for  more  and  more  books.  This  is  a healthy 
sign,  as  it  shows  that  more  blind  people  are  becoming 
Braille  readers,  and  that  Braille  readers  are  widening 
the  range  not  only  of  their  literary  tastes,  but  of  their 
general,  professional  and  technical  interests,  do 
meet  this  demand  under  present-day  conditions  is  an 
extremely  difficult  task,  and  we  can  only  hope  to 
make  gradual  progress  as  production  methods  are 
improved  and  expedited,  and  if  and  when  we  can 
secure  bigger  supplies  of  paper  and  meet  the  very 
heavy  cost  of  developing  and  enlarging  our  factory. 
We  have  cleared  the  decks  by  removing  from  our 
catalogue  all  obsolete  works,  but  this  leaves  hundreds  : 
of  works  of  all  kinds  which  would  be  in  immediate 
demand  if  we  were  able  to  reprint  them.  We  aim  to 
do  so  little  by  little  without  impeding  the  flow  of  new 
books,  and  are  shortly  issuing  a new  catalogue  con- 
taining as  many  items  as  we  can  possibly  stock. 
Around  this  nucleus  we  hope  to  build  up  a list  which 
will  eventually  restore  to  permanent  stock  every 
item,  not  regarded  as  out-of-date,  in  our  various 


One  of  the  Institute’s  blind  Assistant  Secretaries  dictating  to  a blind  stenographer,  who  is  using  a Braille  shorthand  machine. 
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pre-war  catalogues,  or  published  since  the  latest 
catalogue  was  issued. 

The  total  number  of  Braille  books  produced 
during  the  year  amounted  to  37,005  volumes  and 
15,935  pamphlets.  The  new  books  included  several 
textbooks  urgently  needed  by  the  primary  and 
secondary  schools — the  first  comers  of  a long  list  of 
readers,  grammars,  histories,  geographies  (with 
embossed  "maps),  and  plays  (with  acting  parts)  which 
we  have  in  hand  ; and  important  works  required  by 
our  professional  and  technical  schools — Tidey’s 
Synopsis  of  Medicine  (in  20  vols.),  the  Revised 
Braille  Shorthand  Manual  and  Exercises,  etc.  Best- 
sellers amongst  the  new  books  included  Somerset 
Maugham’s  Cakes  and  Ale  ; Liam  O’Flaherty’s  The 
Informer,  Trevelyan’s  Social  History  of  England, 
What  is  Communism  ? by  J.  Plamenatz,  and  an 
outline  of  the  National  Assistance  Bill. 

Two  publications  of  special  interest  were  Chess 
Questions  Answered,  written,  in  conjunction  with 
R.  D.  Wormald,  by  R.  W.  Bonham,  the  blind  maths, 
master  at  Worcester  College  for  the  Blind ; and 
Adventurous  Exile,  a story  for  girls  which  won  a £100 
prize  in  an  open  competition  for  its  blind  author, 
Elizabeth  W.  Whitehead. 

There  is  a big  demand  for  juvenile  fiction,  and  we 
have  a wide  range  of  titles  in  hand,  including  a new 
series  of  Star  Stories  for  Boys  and  Girls,  which  may  be 
regarded  as  the  Braille  equivalent  of  what  children 
broadly  classify  as  “ comics.”  The  first  of  the  series 
to  be  issued  is  a Billy  Bunter  story,  specially  written 
for  the  series  and  kindly  presented  to  us  by  Mr. 
Frank  Richards. 

Other  books  in  hand  include  editions  of  the  various 
Services  in  the  Books  of  Common  Prayer  specially 
arranged  in  a handy  format  for  the  use  of  blind 
clergymen  ; the  Daily  Service  Hymn  Book  ; a new 
Braille  Reading  Course  compiled  by  Dr.  Ivy  Williams, 
to  whom  we  are  deeply  indebted  in  many  ways  ; and 
a long  list  of  novels  by  J.  B.  Priestley,  Rose  Macaulay, 
G.  B.  Stern,  Elizabeth  Myers,  Mazo  de  la  Roche, 
Monica  Dickens,  Thomas  Armstrong,  Daphne  du 
Maurier,  Guy  de  Maupassant  and  others. 

Finally,  two  publications  call  for  mention  : the 
first  of  three  titles  selected  for  issue  in  Braille  by  the 
Marriage  Guidance  Council  ; and  the  last  volumes  of 
the  monumental  Braille  edition  of  Gibbon’s  Decline 
and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  edited  by  J.  B.  Bury, 
complete  in  sixty-five  volumes,  and  containing  every 
one  of  the  author’s  and  editor’s  voluminous  notes. 

Braille  Music. — Production  during  the  year 
amounted  to  1,365  volumes  and  5,559  pamphlets 
(i.e.,  sheet  music).  The  new  publications,  comprising 
116  separate  musical  works,  large  and  small,  included 
Dr.  Falla’s  Ritual  Fire  Dance  (piano  solo),  Twelve 
Meditations,  Op.  167  (organ),  by  Rheinberger,  Carlo 


Devices  enabling  the  blind  to  “'feel  ” the  time,  and  to 
cut  bread  accurately. 


Albanesi’s  Academic  Book  on  Fingering,  The  Mouse 
and  the  Lion,  a cantata  by  the  famous  blind  com- 
poser, Alfred  Hollins,  The  Chorus  Master,  by  Leslie 
Woodgate,  many  popular  songs  and  dance  tunes, 
and  examination  music.  The  latter  is  essential  to 
blind  students,  one  of  whom  writes  : “ I have  recently 
obtained  my  A.T.C.L.  degree  (Teaching  Diploma). 
All  the  music  used  in  preparation  for  that  examination 
was  got  from  your  most  efficient  Institute.” 

As  Braille  Music  Notation  is  an  international 
system,  we  receive  many  requests  for  special  trans- 
criptions from  blind  musicians  and  music  teachers  on 
the  Continent.  A recent  request  from  Budapest  was 
as  follows  : “ An  important  part  of  our  new  plan  of 
studies  is  ‘ Mikrokosmos  ’ (Progressive  piano  pieces), 
by  Bela  Bartok,  in  six  volumes,  and  up  to  the  present 
we  aie  in  want  of  it.  This  publication  may  count 
surely  on  the  interest  all  over  the  world.  For  our 
part,  we  should  buy  instantly  fifteen  copies.  As  it  is 
well”  known  your  Braille  publications  are  the  most 
perfect,  we  kindly  ask  you  to  take  steps  on  behalf  of 
this  need.”  We  need  hardly  add  that  the  steps  have 
been  taken. 


“ Joie  de  vivre  ” at  Pirate’s  Spring,  the  Blind  Children’s 
Holiday  Home. 

Moon  Books.  -That  the  demand  for  Moon  litera- 
ture, mainly  from  people  who  lose  their  sight  in  later 
life,  is  growing  is  shown  by  the  sale  during  the  year 
of  1 ,400  copies — double  the  number  sold  last  year — of 
the  instruction  book  Moon  Made  Easy.  We  have 
met  it,  despite  labour  shortage,  by  publishing  3,358 
volumes  and  10,757  pamphlets,  including  books  by 
H.  G.  Wells,  John  Buchan,  Agatha  Christie,  S.  S. 
Van  Dine,  the  Rev.  \V.  H.  Elliott,  Helen  Keller  and 
others.  The  Moon  best-seller  has  once  again  been  the 
Moon  Bible  (4,090  pages,  14  in.  by  11  in.,  in  fifty-eight 
vols.,  occupying  one  cubic  yard). 

Braille  and  Moon  Periodicals. — We  publish  twenty- 
seven  embossed  periodicals,  and  we  wish  we  could 
produce  at  least  half-a-dozen  more  because  the  blind 
need  them — urgently.  Here  is  a field  of  service  ripe 
for  expansion ; for  example,  last  year  we  began 
publication  of  a weekly  newspaper  specially  for  the 
deaf-blind  who  cannot  benefit  from  wireless,  and  we 
are  printing  500  copies  a week.  " The  Braille  News 
Summary  is  very  useful,”  writes  a subscriber,  “ to 
those  who,  like  myself,  are  deaf-blind  and  do  not 
know  much  of  what  is  taking  place  in  the  world.” 
Another  writes  • “ I enjoyed  reading  about  the 
Royal  Wedding  because  having  once  had  very  good 
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sight  I could  see  in  my  mind’s  eye  all  the  lovely 
colouring.  You  have  given  the  deaf-blind  something 
nice  to  think  about.” 

Our  periodicals  include  two  news  summaries, 
Braille  editions  of  the  Radio  Times.  National  News- 
letter and  World  Digest,  a weekly  review  of  current 
topics,  magazines  for  light  reading,  journals  for  blind 
physiotherapists,  clergymen,  and  musicians,  a school 
magazine,  religious  journals,  magazines  for  the  deaf- 
blind,  a chess  magazine,  and  a monthly  giving 
particulars  of  all  new  embossed  publications  and 
additions  to  Libraries.  Of  these  periodicals  wc  pro- 
duced last  year  a total  of  over  half  a million  copies 
(351,145  Braille  newspapers,  124,921  Braille  maga- 
zines, 23,985  Moon  newspapers,  7,995  Moon  magazines) 
yet  still  the  blind  ask  for  more — a Braille  edition  of 
our  letterpress  magazine,  The  New  Beacon,  the  organ 
of  Blind  Welfare,  The  Listener  in  Braille,  a sporting 
paper,  a “ Home  ” u'eekly,  and  so  on.  To  launch  them 
we  need  more  paper  and  more  money,  and  do  not 
doubt  that  eventually  we  shall  get  both. 

A periodical  publication  of  unique  interest  is  the 
issue  during  the  current  year  in  monthly  Braille  parts 
of  the  Daily  Telegraph  extracts  from  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Winston  Churchill’s  Second  World  War,  by  kind  per- 
mission of  the  author  and  Lord  Camrose.  All  copies 
to  be  printed  have  been  subscribed  for  in  advance. 

Braille  MS.  Books  for  Students. — The  function  of 
our  Students’  Library  is  to  provide  the  blind  student 
in  almost  any  part  of  the  world  with  Biaille  trans- 
criptions of  the  books  he  needs  for  his  studies.  All 
our  readers  will,  we  feel  sure,  be  happy  to  know  that 
in  fulfilling  this  object  the  voluntary  workers  who 
make  the  transcription  are  keeping  the  flag  of  the 
Old  Country  flying.  From  the  far  comers  of  the 
Commonwealth  come  gratitude  and  praise. 

" On  this  side,”  writes  a Canadian,  “ I am  told 
clearly  that  I can  get  no  help  at  all  in  Braille  reading 
for  a B.D.  degree.  Then  I write  to  England,  and  you 
tell  me  you  have  a theological  section  and  can  send 
me  the  Braille  books  in  it  ! England  is  still  ahead  in 
work  for  the  blind.  Britain  will  stay  the  first  nation 
of  the  world  for  a while  vet.” 

An  Australian  Society  for  the  Blind,  in  acknowledg- 
ing the  safe  arrival  of  twenty-seven  volumes,  including 
The  General  Theory  of  Employment,  says  : “ There’s  no 
doubt  about  the  Old  Country  being  ‘ tops  ’ ! Your 
kindness  is  doubly  valuable  because  the  blind  student 
has  now,  under  his  finger  tips,  the  complete  books, 
whereas  his  sighted  friends  are  unable,  as  yet,  to 
obtain  a copy.” 

Such  far-flung  recognition  of  the  value  of  the 
voluntary  labours  of  men  and  women  who  devote 
hours  daily  to  their  exacting  and  strenuous  task 
urges  their  skilful  hands  to  tackle  the  most  difficult 
transcriptions.  Braille  manuscript  copies  of  books  in 
Greek,  Latin,  German  and  French,  of  Linguaphone 


Some  happy  snapshots  of  the  blind  children  at  the  Sunshine  Homes  and  Nursery  Schools. 
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Courses  of  Outlines  of  Local  Government,  Sale  of 
Goods  Act,  Early  History  of  the  Christian  Church, 
Radio  Handbook  (with  scores  of  diagrams),  Principles 
of  Physical  Geology,  Memoirs  of  Lord  John  Hervey— 
these,  produced  last  year,  are  typical  of  the  nature 
and  variety  of  the  work. 

During  the  period  under  review,  823  new  volumes 
were  added  to  the  Library,  and  the  circulation 
amounted  to  5,971  volumes,  an  increase  on  last  year’s 
figures  of  1,558.  The  demand  is  still  increasing,  and 
at  such  a rate  that  it  is  most  necessary  for  us  to 
enlarge  the  Department.  We  are  on  the  way  to 
obtaining  the  extra  voluntary  writers  ; one  short  letter 
in  The  Times,  from  Lord  Ismay.  our  Chairman, 
secured  600  offers  of  help — a proof,  if  it  be  needed, 
that  the  country  is  still  rich  in  untapped  voluntary 
service— and  of  these,  320  are  now  in  training,  one 
pupil  establishing  a new  record  by  becoming  a 
certificated  Braillist  in  one  month’s  time,  rising  at 
5-30  in  the  morning  to  do  Braille  exercises  and 
working  eight  hours  each  day.  But  a bigger  voluntary 
staff  means  more  proof-reading  and  correcting,  more 
clerical  work,  and  for  this  we  shall  have  to  find 
accommodation  at  present  lacking. 

A separate  Braille  Manuscript  Music  Library  meets 
the  needs  of  blind  music  students,  and  thirty-five 
works  have  been  added  to  it  during  the  year. 


Blind  master  at  Worcester  College  helping  blind  pupil  solve 
a mathematical  problem. 


Braille  Transcriptions  of  Personal  Data,  etc.  Ihe 

Braille  MS.  Department  is  also  responsible  for  pro- 
viding Braille  copies  of  that  immense  variety  of 
personal  data  which  people  need  to'  have  by  them,  j 
The  blind  business  man  needs  his  own  ready  reference 
lists  ; the  blind  student  his  own  notes  and  examination 
papers  ; the  blind  professional  man,  his  own  sum- 
maries of  cases,  lists  of  clients  or  patients  or  parish- 
ioners. During  the  year  Braille  copies  of  personal 
telephone  directories,  statistics,  schedules,  reports, 
analyses  of  Acts  of  Parliament  and  similar  items  have 
been  supplied  ; and  the  transcription  of  examination 
papers  has  increased  by  20  per  cent,  the  total  number 
of  sheets  supplied  to  the  Universities  and  other  | 
examining  bodies  amounting  to  1,270.  Knitting 
patterns,  hymns,  literary  extracts  of  all  kinds  were  j 
put  into  Braille  on  request  ; and  several  hundred 
letters  were  transcribed  for  friends  of  the  blind.  To 
have  this  ready  service  at  command  means  much  to  j 
the  blind  man  of  affairs.  A blind  solicitor  serving  on 
a Local  Council  needed  its  Standing  Orders  in  Braille. 
On  receiving  them,  he  wrote : “ What  a splendid  job 
you  have  made  of  it ! This  copy  has  given  me  yet  a 
further  degree  of  independence  and  efficiency.” 

Every  scrap  of  Braille  manuscript  is  precious,  and 
a Braille  Reading  Club  circulates  amongst  its  members 
the  Braille  transcriptions  of  all  kinds  of  material 
made  by  writers  qualifying  for  textbook  work. 
Parcels  of  such  reading-matter  have  also  been  sent  to 
the  blind  in  the  Dominions,  France,  Germany  and 
Italy. 

Talking  Books.  The  Library  of  Talking  Books, 
books  recorded  on  discs  and  played  on  special 
machines,  now  includes  586  titles.  One  record  con- 
tains about  fifty  minutes’  reading-matter  : Wuthering 
Heights  occupies  eleven  records  ; David  Copperfield, 
forty-six  ; Les  Miserahles,  104.  During  the  year 

25.000  Talking  Books  were  circulated  amongst  nearly 

2.000  " listener-readers  ” ; hundreds  more  blind 
people  are  awaiting  machines,  and  when  these  have 
been  supplied,  there  will  be  hundreds  more  applicants. 

In  view  of  this  rapidly  increasing  popularity  of  the 
Talking  Book,  we  and  the  Council  of  St.  Dunstan’s, 
who  are  jointly  responsible  for  Talking  Books,  have 
concentrated  during  the  year  on  (i)  replacing  obsolete 
or  worn-out  machines  in  order  to  secure  better  repro- 
duction and  to  prolong  the  life  of  records,  (ii)  replacing 
old  but  popular  records,  and  (iii)  doubling  the  produc- 
tion of  new  records. 

The  pre-war  clockwork  model  subjected  records  to 
excessive  wear,  and  we  have  replaced  400  of  these  by 
new  electric  machines  whose  light  pick-up  greatly' 
reduces  the  strain  on  the  records  and  whose  reproduc- 
tion is  a considerable  improvement.  New  machines 
have  also  been  supplied  to  280  blind  people  whose 
names  headed  the  long  waiting  list. 
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At  Condover  Hall,  the  new  school  for  blind  children  with  other  handicaps,  special  attention  is  given  to  physical  development 

and  outdoor  activities. 
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Chorleywood  College  girls  with  their  pets  ; juniors 
practising  handicrafts  ; a student  writing  Braille  notes. 


Progress  has  been  made  in  the  replacement  of 
records,  but  we  have  been  held  up  by  long  delays  in 
receiving  shipments  of  replacements  ordered  from  the 
U.S.A.  The  interchange  of  records  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  is  a big  advantage, 
provided  arrangements  work  smoothly,  as  it  should 
at  least  double  the  number  of  books  available  on 
each  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  new  recording  studios  at  8 Hinde  Street, 
London,  are  now  in  full  operation  and  working  on  a 
programme  of  providing  annually  fifty  new  titles. 
But  difficulties  still  confront  production,  particularly 
a shortage  of  recording  waxes  which  necessitates  the 
use  of  acetate  discs — a much  more  costly  process. 
Yet  despite  this  heavy  charge  on  our  funds,  we  must 
proceed,  because  the  hundreds  of  pre-war  members  of 
the  Library  have  read  most  of  the  books  produced  and 
are  crying  aloud  for  new  titles.  The  fifty  books  have, 
therefore,  been  selected,  and  the  recording  of  most  of 
them  has  begun.  The  selection  has  been  made  after 
a close  analysis  of  the  literary  tastes  of  the  “ listener- 
readers,”  and  the  list  includes  novels  by  Charles 
Morgan,  Henry  Williamson,  Louis  Golding,  Angela 
Thirkell,  L.  A.  G.  Strong,  C.  S.  Forester,  Arnold 
Zweig,  Susan  Ertz,  H.  E.  Bates,  Bruce  Marshall. 
Berta  Ruck,  Warwick  Deeping  ; detective  stories  and 
thrillers  by  Nicholas  Blake,  Dickson  Carr,  Ngaio 
Marsh,  Dornford  Yates,  Dilwyn  Rees ; standard 
works  by  Stevenson,  Chesterton,  Le  Fanu  ; and  various 
non-fictional  books  by  such  first-rate  writers  as 
Bernard  Shaw,  Winston  Churchill,  John  Masefield, 
A.  L.  Rouse,  Eric  Linklater,  Sir  Arthur  Salter,  and 
Neville  Cardus. 

Apparatus  and  Appliances  for  the  Blind. — In 

normal  times  we  supply  on  demand  about  250  pieces 
of  apparatus,  appliances  or  adaptations  which 
eliminate  or  mitigate  the  handicaps  of  blindness. 
Year  by  year  the  list  has  grown,  and  is  still  growing — 
for  invention  requires  no  licence,  and  despite  our 
present  inability  to  meet  all  demands,  the  supply 
position,  thanks  to  the  unvarying  sympathy  and  aid 
of  Government  Departments,  manufacturers  and 
despatch  agents,  has  been  easier  than  it  was.  We 
have  been  able  to  clear  long-outstanding  orders  for 
several  items,  including  Braille  Writing  and  Braille 
Shorthand  Machines,  and  substantial  quantities  of 
white  walking  sticks,  dominoes,  playing  cards,  card 
and  board  games,  liquid  level  indicators,  arithmetic 
type,  pencil-writing  frames,  various  binding  cases, 
etc.,  are  now  available.  But  we  are  still  faced  with 
the  inevitable  shortages  of  raw  material — wood, 
paper,  metals,  etc.,  and  lack  of  manufacturing 
facilities. 

Watches  have  been  our  greatest  worry.  From  morn 
to  night,  the  blind  worker,  like  all  other  workers, 
depends  on  a timepiece  of  some  sort.  We  have  a 
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waiting  list  for  more  than  2,000  Braille  watches. 
Currency  regulations  impede  importation  from  abroad, 
but  the  Board  of  Trade  has  granted  licences  enabling 
us  to  meet  the  most  urgent  needs  until  the  English 
firm  now  making  the  types  of  watches  we  require  can 
begin  delivery.  Supplies  of  alarm  clocks  have  been 
much  better  ; we  supplied  1,056  and  reduced  the 
waiting  list  to  491.  “ It  is  lovely,”  writes  a grateful 
recipient,  " to  know  the  time.  I had  never  seen  a 
Braille  clock,  and  I was  almost  giving  up  hope  of  it.” 

Our  customers  may  have  to  wait  long,  but  we  trust 
that  our  helpers,  from  the  Government  Department 
to  the  craftsmen  in  the  factories,  will  enable  us  to  meet 
at  long  last  the  manifold  needs  of  the  blind.  Not  a 
single  request  is  overlooked.  All  orders  for  all  out-of- 
stock  items  are  booked.  “ I think  it  is  marvellous,” 
writes  an  Australian,  " how  you  remember  such 
details.  My  order  was  given  four  years  back,  and 
I am  12,000  miles  away.”  Another  customer  wishes 
us  “ the  best  of  all  good  things  for  the  coming  year, 
and  the  continuance  of  the  wonderful  service  you 
have  given  to  the  blind  of  all  nations  in  this  troubled 
globe.” 

Sometimes  we  have  solved  difficulties  by  substitu- 
tion. The  special  needles  used  by  the  blind  cannot 
at  present  be  manufactured,  so  we  are  supplying  a 
gadget  which  enables  blind  people  to  thread  ordinary 
needles.  For  the  wooden  chess  and  draught  board, 
with  sunken  squares,  we  have  substituted  an  all- 
metal  board. 

We  have  had  to  limit  the  supply  to  home  customers 
of  the  Manilla  paper  on  which  Braille  is  written, 
but  we  have  been  granted  full  licence  to  export,  and 
have  taken  our  part  in  the  export  drive  by  shipping 
large  quantities  not  only  of  paper  but  books  and 
apparatus  to  the  blind  of  the  Dominions  and  Colonies, 
Holland,  Germany,  Russia,  Palestine  and  other 
countries  overseas. 

Our  financial  loss  on  apparatus  alone  has  amounted 
this  year  to  over  £8,000,  but  every  pound  spent  has 
meant  a greater  degree  of  independence  to  some 
individual  in  the  world  community  of  the  blind. 

Wireless  Sets.  -The  blind  of  Great  Britain  and 
Northern  Ireland  are  provided  with  free  wireless  sets 
by  the  British  Wireless  for  the  Blind  Fund,  founded 
by  the  Institute  and  administered  by  it  under  the 
Fund’s  own  Committee.  The  number  of  sets,  includ- 
ing relay  installations,  supplied  during  the  year  was 
5,912,  bringing  the  total  number  of  sets  supplied  by 
the  Fund  to  80,822.  The  annual  broadcast  appeal, 
kindly  allowed  by  the  B.B.C.,  was  made  last  Christmas 
Day  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Ernest  Bevin,  M.P.  It  brought 
in  £35,168  and  this  magnificent  response  is  enabling 
the  Fund  to  carry  out  its  1948  programme. 

Scientific  Development. — The  briefest  summary  of 
the  year’s  work  of  our  Scientific  Development  Corn- 


Meccano  clock  constructed  by  Worcester  College  boy. 


In  the  Science  Laboratory,  Worcester  College. 
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Students’  Common  Room,  School  of  Physiotherapy. 


mittee  must  suffice  here,  but  we  ask  our  readers  to 
bear  in  mind  that  behind  its  results,  barely  stated, 
lie  long  consultation,  intensive  research  and  patient 
experiment.  The  Committee  has  mainly  been  con- 
cerned with  improved  Braille  Writing  Machines, 
better  methods  of  Braille  and  Moon  book  production, 
new  or  improved  appliances,  and  certain  lines  of 
research. 

The  “ F ” model  Braille  Shorthand  Writing 
Machine,  now  in  stock,  is  a great  advance  on  previous 
models  ; it  is  more  compact,  really  portable,  and  nearly 
silent  in  action.  Improvements  are  being  made  in  two 
types  of  Braille  Writing  Machines  : the  “ Improved 
Stainsbv  ” should  be  on  the  market  later  this  year  ; 
the  " Improved  Pyke-Glauser,”  early  in  1949. 

The  full  value  of  the  experiments  we  mentioned 
last  year  in  cheaper  and  speedier  Braille  book  pro- 
duction cannot  be  assessed  until  next  year.  A 
machine  for  the  production  of  Moon  books  from  metal 
plates  is  under  construction  and,  if  it  proves  successful, 
will  bring  about  a big  advance  on  the  present  method 
of  setting  up  and  printing  from  movable  type. 

A telephone  dialling  instruction  device,  produced  in 
conjunction  with  the  G.P.O.  Research  Department, 
is  proving  most  valuable  in  our  Telephony  Training 
School,  as  it  enables  a blind  trainee  to  practise  dialling 
and  records  in  Braille  the  numbers  dialled.  A con- 
ference convened  by  us  during  the  year  to  discuss  the 
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technique  of  teaching  mathematics  to  the  blind 
recommended  improvements  in  mathematical  appara- 
tus, and  these  are  now  being  considered.  Improved 
models  of  instructional  compasses  and  electrical 
measuring  instruments  are  under  consideration. 

Research  into  magnifying  reading  aids  for  the 
partially  sighted,  equipment  to  enable  blind  physio- 
therapists to  assess  the  patients’  reactions  to  ultra- 
violet rays,  and  improved  Talking  Books  production, 
is  in  hand. 

II.  EDUCATIONAL 

Under  the  pressure  of  need  and  opportunity  the 
Institute’s  educational  work  has  grown  greatly,  and 
there  is  no  need  to  emphasise  its  vital  importance  to 
the  blind. 

The  Institute  is  establishing  two  new  Nursery 
Schools  (one  for  retarded  and  one  for  normal  infants) 
in  addition  to  the  existing  Nursery  Schools  at  East 
Grinstead,  Leamington,  Northwood  and  Haydon 
Bridge,  and  the  Nursery  at  Northampton.  It  main- 
tains Chorleywood  College  for  Girls,  which  it  founded 
in  1921.  It  administers,  on  behalf  of  the  Governors, 
Worcester  College  for  Blind  Boys ; and  having 
initiated  the  education  of  retarded  blind  children  by 
establishing  Court  Grange  School,  South  Devon,  it 
has  now  developed  this  work  by  acquiring  and  opening 
Condover  Hall,  near  Shrewsbury.  It  has  now  reopened, 


after  war-time  closing,  its  School  Journey  Centre  and 
Holiday  Home  at  New  Romney,  Kent. 

One  of  the  new  Sunshine  Homes  will  be  known  as 
the  Bernhard  Baron  Sunshine  Home  in  honour  of  a 
most  generous  giver  to  many  good  causes,  whose 
Trustees  have  given  the  residue  of  the  Trust  to  this 
Institute. 

Sunshine  Home  Nursery  Schools.  —Many  visitors  to 
these  Nursery  Schools  have  confessed  to  some 
hesitation  before  deciding  on  such  a visit.  They  feared 
that  to  see  “ poor  blind  little  mites  ” groping  about 
an  “ institution  ” would  be  too  poignant,  too  harrow- 
ing to  their  feelings.  But  they  have  been  pleasantly 
surprised.  They  have  seen  that  a Sunshine  Home  is 
just  a happy  home,  a jolly  family,  where  the  “ poor 
blind  little  mites  ” are  merry  children  who,  cherished 
with  fondest  affection  and  utmost  care  for  mental  and 
physical  well-being,  give  visitors  no  time  for  tears. 
The  babies  have  behaved  exactly  like  other  babies, 
and  made  friends  with  them,  talked  and  laughed  with 
them,  shared  with  them  their  cakes  and  sweets, 
showed  them  with  pride  their  favourite  toys  and 
flowers,  and  led  them  with  sure  steps  along  their 
garden  walks. 

The  children  have  hosts  of  friends,  and  their  many 
contacts  with  the  seeing  is  a valuable  feature  of  their 
environment.  Near  each  Home  are  " Uncles  ” and 
" Aunts  ” who  obviously  take  great  pleasure  in  giving 
their  blind  little  " nephews  ” and  " nieces  ” a 
thoroughly  good  time.  Trips  to  the  seaside,  visits  to 
the  pantomime — where  the  babies  are  always  invited 
behind  the  scenes — Christmas  parties,  excursions  by 
coach,  picnics,  shopping  expeditions — all  such  gener- 
ously provided  treats  are  keys  to  the  wider  world  in 
which  the  children  will  grow  up  and  become  happy, 
self-supporting  citizens. 

All  the  training  is  directed  towards  this  end  : for 
the  body,  fresh  air,  balanced  diet,  and  physical 
exercise  ; for  the  mind,  plenty  of  talk,  the  rudiments 
of  letters  and  numbers.  Scripture  stories,  animal  and 
plant  life,  simple  handwork,  singing  and  all  kinds  of 
" instruments  of  music  ” ; for  mind  and  body  alike, 
free  play  and  lots  of  fun.  In  addition,  each  child  is 
taught  how  to  dress,  bathe  and  feed  correctly,  and 
to  form  the  good  habits  usually  acquired  through 
sight. 

No  reference,  however  brief,  to  the  Sunshine  Homes 
would  be  complete  without  one  or  two  of  the  children’s 
“ sayings  ” : Gay  likes  her  Parrish's  Food  each  day, 
and  one  day,  thinking  it  had  been  forgotten,  she  said, 
“ I haven't  had  my  perishing  food  yet  ! ” . . . 
Roger  (interrupting  teacher  during  a Bible  story)  : 
" Miss  Symonds,  is  it  true  ? " “ Yes,  Roger.”  " Coo, 
it’s  as  good  as  Dick  Barton  ! ” . . . Billy,  a Londoner 
(on  hearing  two  children  from  the  Midlands  talking)  : 
“ They’re  not  English.  They’re  foreign." 

Secondary  Schools. — -The  pupils  at  Worcester 


College  and  Chorleywood  College  are  normal  boys  and 
girls  unable  to  see  ; it  therefore  follows  that  their 
education  is  on  normal  lines  except  for  the  technical 
means  of  overcoming  blindness.  The  curriculum, 
the  games,  many  of  the  outdoor  sports  and  recreations’ 
the  clubs  and  societies,  the  social  amenities  and 
contacts,  the  intellectual  pursuits  are  at  both  schools 
similar  to  those  of  any  good  public  school.  The 
sightless  pupils  follow  the  same  academic  paths  and 
take  the  same  examinations  in  all  branches  of  study 
as  sighted  pupils,  and,  like  them,  they  row,  they 
swim,  they  run,  they  jump,  they  dance,  they  act,  they 
sing  and  play  music. 

The  Worcester  boys  excel  at  chess.  During  the 
year  a successful  season  culminated  in  one  boy  being 
placed  third  in  the  British  Junior  Chess  Champion- 
ship at  Hastings  ; another,  second  in  the  Midland 
Junior  Championship  ; and  three  boys  taking  part  in 
the  British  Correspondence  Match  with  Denmark. 
Two  other  public  events  of  a different  nature  were 
the  good  performance  by  the  Dramatic  Society  of  a 
French  play  for  the  first  time,  and  a broadcast  by  the 
College  to  German  Youth. 

In  the  summer,  the  Chorleywood  girls  presented  a 
charming  entertainment,  “ A Progress  of  the  Seasons,” 
including  original  poems,  songs  and  dances.  At  a 
successful  series  of  concerts,  each  pupil  was  responsible 
for  at  least  one  item. 


Eichholz  Clinic  : Blind  physiotherapist  applying  head 
suspension  apparatus  for  spinal  curvature. 


During  the  year,  four  Worcester  boys — for  the 
second  year  in  succession — and  five  Chorleywood 
girls  have  gone  on  to  the  Universities. 

Secondary  education  has  objects  other  than  the 
gaining  of  a livelihood,  but  if  this  object  is  neglected, 
"the  rarer  fruits  of  education  are  little  likely  to  be  fully 
enjoyed.  On  the  other  hand— to  quote  the  Head- 
master of  Worcester — “ in  learning  to  do  well  what 
they  like,  the  boys  would  learn  the  joy  of  doing  well 
whatever  work  came  to  hand.” 

Schools  for  Blind  Children  with  Other  Handicaps. — 

Last  year  we  reported  our  acquisition  of  Condover 
Hall,  a spacious  and  beautiful  property  near  Shrews- 
bury, and  our  intention  to  open  it  this  year  as  a 
Special  School  for  blind  or  partially  blind  children  who 
are  educable  but  educationally  sub-normal  or  are 
handicapped  by  other  physical  defects.  We  have  met 
with  great  difficulties  in  obtaining  the  necessary 
licences  and  permits  for  structural  alterations  and 
adaptations,  but  as  we  write  this  report,  the  school 
has  been  opened  with  twenty-five  children  now  in 
residence,  and  we  hope  that  the  number  will  be  aug- 
mented this  autumn  by  those  children  now  at  Court 
Grange  School  and  some  new  entrants.  The  number 
of  applications  at  present  received  suggests  that, 
eventually,  Condover  Hall  will  have  to  provide 
accommodation  for  80  to  100  children. 


Relaxation  at  Oldbury  Grange. 


This  new  venture  is  ambitious  and  necessarily 
costly,  but  the  experience  we  have  already  gained 
at  Court  Grange  and  elsewhere  fully  justifies  our 
trust  that  the  school  will  give  in  future  years  to 
hundreds  of  blind  children  who,  otherwise,  might 
have  been  condemned  to  futile  and  dependent 
existence,  the  basis  for  a full,  happy,  industrious  and 
independent  life. 

Each  child  at  Condover  Hall  will  constitute  a 
special  problem  in  education,  and  Mr.  S.  O.  Myers, 
appointed  last  year  as  Principal,  has  been  engaged 
recently  on  a thorough  investigation  into  the  educa- 
tion of  mentally  retarded  children. 

Court  Grange,  having  played  a valuable  part  in 
developing  methods  for  the  education  of  retarded 
blind  children,  is  closing  this  summer,  and  the 
building  will  be  applied  to  another  purpose  in  Blind 
Welfare.  Of  the  children  who  have  passed  through 
the  School,  twelve  have  been  transferred  to  ordinary 
schools  before  the  age  of  sixteen  ; sixteen  have  been 
transferred  to  the  Royal  Normal  College  or  Workshops 
for  the  Blind  for  training,  and  twelve  are  now  earning 
their  own  living. 

School  Journey  Centre. — “ Pirate’s  Spring,”  on  the 
Kentish  coast,  was  taken  over  by  the  Admiralty  in 
the  early  days  of  the  war.  Recently  it  has  been  under- 
going repair,  and  by  the  time  this  report  is  in  print,  it 
will  have  been  re-opened.  It  is  a School  Journey 
Centre  for  children  attending  schools  for  the  blind, 
a Holiday  Home  for  blind  children  who  have  no 
homes  to  go  to  during  the  school  holidays,  and  a 
Holiday  Centre  for  blind  children  whose  parents 
cannot  give  them  a seaside  holiday. 

III.  TRAINING  AND  EMPLOYMENT 

Blind  children,  as  we  have  seen,  learn  to  do  without 
sight  by  acquiring  normal  habits  and  mastering 
technical  aids  as  a preliminary  to  every  stage  of  their 
education.  Similarly,  people  who  lose  their  sight  in 
adult  life  must  learn  to  adjust  themselves  to  blindness 
before  they  can  embark  on  a new  career.  Our  two 
Homes  of  Recovery,  at  Long  Meadow,  Goring-on- 
Thames,  and  at  America  Lodge,  Torquay,  have  been 
filled  throughout  the  year,  and  there  have  been  many 
signs  of  the  increased  need  for  the  rehabilitation 
which  these  Homes  provide.  Technical  and  pro- 
fessional training  is  given  at  our  School  of  Training 
for  Blind  Telephone  Operators  and  Shorthand- 
Typists  at  Bridgnorth,  and  at  our  School  of  Physio- 
therapy in  London,  to  which  an  Out-Patients’  Clinic 
is  attached.  The  professional  interests  of  blind 
physiotherapists  are  served  by  our  Institute  of 
Physiotherapy  and  Alfred  Eichholz  Memorial  Clinic, 
London,  and  Group  Committees  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  blind  in  this  and  other  professions.  The  place- 
ment of  the  blind  in  the  professions  and  in  industry 
is  handled,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Ministry  of 
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Typewriting  class  at  School  of  Telephony  and  Shorthand-Typing,  Oldbury  Grange. 


Labour,  from  our  Headquarters,  and  we  maintain 
three  Residential  Hostels  in  London  for  blind  students 
and  employees. 

Homes  of  Recovery  for  Newly  Blinded  Persons. — 

These  Homes  developed  from  the  Homes  we  estab- 
lished early  in  the  recent  war  for  the  care  of  the 
civilian  war-blinded.  They  now  meet  a long-felt 
need,  as  we  were  convinced  many  years  before  the 
war  that  the  majority  of  the  newly  blind  could  not 
be  satisfactorily  reinstated  in  active  life  without 
highly  specialised  training  in  centres  away  from  home. 
The  great  benefits  this  work  has  brought  to  different 
types  of  people,  stunned  and  bewildered  by  loss  of 
sight,  commands  its  extension.  If  all  newly  blind 
people  could  share  these  benefits  before  their  blind- 
ness had  time  to  grip  at  their  hearts,  cloud  their 
brains  and  numb  their  faculties,  the  tremendous 
personal  effort  required  by  adjustment  to  blindness 
would  be  immensely  lightened,  and  the  community 
of  the  blind  would  be  yet  richer  in  achievement. 

The  training  in  morale  is  not  perceptible  to  the 
residents  ; it  is  inherent  in  the  atmosphere,  the 
attitudes,  the  carefully  planned  programmes,  in  the 
gradation  and  nature  of  the  practical  instruction.  The 
wide  field  of  activities — learning  to  get  about  and 
manage  alone,  to  read  Braille  or  Moon,  to  type,  to 
weave,  to  do  leatherwork,  woodwork,  canework, 
embroidery — and  the  variety  of  social  amusements, 


the  lively  conversation,  the  competitive  games, 
banish  introspection  and  regrets.  The  freshness  of  the 
new  ways  of  doing  things,  the  companionship,  the 
peace,  the  repose,  each  is  a reconciliation  with  life. 
“ I could  never  have  got  over  my  blindness,”  said  a 
professional  woman,  blinded  in  the  Near  East,  “ had 
it  not  been  for  Long  Meadow.”  Now  she  is  transform- 
ing her  blindness  into  a source  of  service  and  is 
devoting  the  rest  of  her  life  to  Blind  Welfare  in  South 
Africa.  . . . What  could  the  future  hold  for  a man 
who  had  totally  lost  not  only  his  sight  but  his  right 
arm  ? The  answer  is,  much.  Within  a few  months  he 
mastered  typewriting  and  Braille  shorthand,  learnt 
to  row  a boat  and  succeeded  in  making  baskets 
unaided. 

Professional  and  Technical  Training.  —The  average 
number  of  students  at  our  School  of  Physiotherapy 
during  the  year  was  fifty-two,  twelve  more  than  in 
the  previous  year.  The  growing  popularity  of  physio- 
therapy as  a career  for  the  blind  is  undoubtedly  due 
to  the  success  in  practice  of  past  students  of  the 
School.  That  they  have  carried  the  good  repute  of  the 
profession  far  afield  is  shown  by  the  many  applications 
for  training  which  we  receive  from  abroad,  and  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  a student  recently  accepted 
for  training  is  a blind  doctor  who  is  a native  of  East 
Africa.  The  war  increased  the  number  of  blinded 
ex-Service  men  from  St.  Dunstan’s  at  the  School,  and 
more  blind  women  are  entering  the  profession. 
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Examination  results  continue  to  reach  a high 
standard.  The  number  of  students  presented  during 
the  year  for  the  Chartered  Society’s  examinations  in 
Physiotherapy  was  33,  of  whom  20  qualified  in 
Massage,  18  in  Remedial  Exercises,  and  23  in  Electro- 
therapy. In  these  Examinations,  one  distinction  and 
seven  credits  were  awarded.  In  the  Conjoint  lest 
examination  (Massage  and  Medical  Gymnastics), 
thirteen  students  qualified.  Five  student  teachers 
are  at  present  training  for  the  Blind  Teachers’ 
qualification  in  Physiotherapy. 

Many  changes  in  the  training  course  have  been 
made  in  order  to  cover  in  full  the  requirements  of  the 
new  curriculum  of  the  Chartered  Society  and  so 
enable  blind  physiotherapists  to  take  their  place  in 
the  new  National  Health  Service  with  the  same 
professional  status  as  sighted  members  of  the  Char- 
tered Society.  During  the  next  five  years  post- 
graduates may  continue  training  for  a special  test 
examination  to  raise  their  final  standard. 

The  school  premises  have  been  considerably 
extended  during  the  past  year  and  now  include  four 
classrooms,  two  gymnasia,  three  electrical  rooms, 
massage  room,  and  staff  and  students’  common 
rooms.  Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
latter — a large  airy  room  with  a reference  library  of 
Braille  textbooks,  wireless,  talking  books,  gramo- 
phone, typing  tables,  comfortable  armchairs  and 
everything  which  can  make  it  a place  either  for  quiet 
study  or  for  relaxation. 

The  School  has  this  year  lost  the  services  of  Mr. 
Percy  Way,  who  has  retired  after  twenty-eight  years 
as  Principal.  Blind  himself,  he  has  launched  success- 
fully the  greatest  number  of  blind  men  and  women  in 
any  one  profession,  and  all  concerned  in  Blind  Welfare 
must  be  for  ever  indebted  to  him. 

The  students  are  able  to  follow  a wide  range  of 
modern  methods  of  Physiotherapy  under  both 
medical  and  surgical  conditions  at  the  Hampstead 
General  and  Middlesex  Hospitals,  and  also  obtain 
clinical  practice,  under  supervision  of  the  School’s 
Medical  Officers,  in  our  Out-Patients’  Clinic  where, 
during  the  year,  12,241  treatments  were  carried  out 
and  attendances  amounted  to  7,342. 

During  the  period  under  review,  the  Physiotherapy 
Department  secured  twenty-three  appointments  in 
hospitals  and  clinics  for  civilian  post-graduates  from 
the  School  and  helped  seven  to  establish  themselves 
in  private  practice.  One  has  gone  to  a post  in  South 
Africa,  and  two  to  posts  in  Canada.  Another  blind 
physiotherapist  has  been  appointed  to  a County 
Cricket  Club.  The  Department  keeps  in  touch  with 
blind  physiotherapists  all  over  the  country  in  order 
to  promote  their  work  in  all  possible  ways  and, 
during  the  year,  67  visits  were  made. 

Blind  physiotherapists  are  also  employed  at  our 
Alfred  Eichholz  Memorial  Clinic,  which  has  now 
firmly  established  itself  as  a first-rate  treatment 


Blind  dairyman  feeding  dairy  stock 
(Sutton  Area  Farm.  Banstead  Hospital). 


Blind  operator  cutting  and  testing  gongs  for  clocks 
(Enfield  Clock  Co.  Ltd.). 
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centre  in  the  West  End  of  London.  The  number  of 
patients  during  the  year  was  3,840,  to  whom  9,964 
treatments  were  given. 

In  June,  1947,  Lady  Ismay,  in  the  absence  of 
our  Chairman,  Lord  Ismay,  who  was  in  India  at  that 
time,  presided  at  a party  held  at  the  Eichholz  Clinic 
to  welcome  Lord  Moran,  M.C.,  M.D.,  President  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  as  the  new  Chairman  of  the 
Clinic’s  Advisory  Board.  He  is  the  third  distinguished 
member  of  the  medical  profession  to  accept  the 
office  of  Chairman,  his  predecessors  being  Lord 
Moynihan  and  Sir  Humphrey  Rolleston. 

We  have  established  a Group  Committee  of  blind 
physiotherapists,  and  have  formed  similar  Group 
Committees  of  blind  clergymen,  blind  musicians,  and 
blind  lawyers,  to  watch  and  promote  the  interests  of 
blind  members  of  their  respective  professions.  The 
Musicians  Group  Committee  is,  in  fact,  the  Institute’s 
Advisory  Committee  on  all  its  musical  activities  ; it 
consists  of  blind  organists,  pianists,  vocalists,  and 
dance  band  experts — all  of  whom  are  engaged  in  the 
art  of  teaching  in  the  true  sense  of  the  words,  and 
whose  earnest  endeavour  is  to  assist  us  in  establishing 
blind  musicians  in  professional  life  and  bettering  the 
lot  of  blind  musicians  generally.  Similarly,  the 
Clerics  Group  Committee,  consisting  of  active  blind 
clergy  or  ministers  holding  positions  in  the  Church  of 
England  or  with  the  Free  Churches,  is  helping  us  to 
persuade  the  authorities  to  open  wider  the  doors  of 
the  clerical  profession  to  suitable  blind  candidates, 
and  has  done  much  valuable  work  during  the  year  in 
preparing  Service  books  for  publication  in  Braille  and 
in  overhauling  Braille  theological  literature. 

An  interesting  and  useful  commercial  career  opens 
before  the  blind  students  at  our  residential  School  of 
Telephony  and  Shorthand-Typing,  Oldbury  Grange, 
Bridgnorth.  During  the  past  twelve  months,  thirty- 
one  students  were  admitted  for  training  in  the 
Telephony  Section,  and  the  Shorthand-Typing  Section 
opened  in  January  last  with  nine  students  for  a year’s 
intensive  course.  The  two  courses  are  quite  separate, 
although  the  two  subjects  are  complementary  to 
each  other.  The  blind  telephonist  must  know  Braille 
to  record  messages  and  calls  and  should  be  able  to 
type  ; the  blind  stenographer  has  a distinct  advantage 
in  a post  if  she  knows  how  to  operate  the  telephone. 

The  telephony  students,  as  they  become  advanced 
in  their  work,  are  permitted  to  operate  live  boards  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  this  gives  them  confidence 
when  they  come  for  final  practical  instruction  on  our 
Headquarters  board  in  London.  Reports  from  former 
students  greatly  encourage  present  students.  For 
instance,  they  were  gratified  to  know  that  one  of  the 
School’s  past  students,  who  obtained  a Government 
post,  was  officially  considered  to  be,  after  three 
months’  trial,  better  at  her  job  than  any  of  her  sighted 
predecessors. 


Blind  workers  at  Ashdene  Poultry  Farm,  Horley,  owned 
and  run  by  a blind  man. 


Blind  worker  adjusting,  by  sound,  cinema-projector  “gate" 
(Messrs.  Carpenter  and  Richardson,  London). 
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Blind  market  gardener  picking  tomatoes 
(Messrs.  T.  Rochford,  Ltd.,  Broxbourne). 


The  Shorthand-Typing  Course  is  intended  primarily 
for  men  and  women  between  the  ages  of  twenty-one 
and  forty  who  were  either  in  clerical  employment 
before  losing  their  sight  or  who  require  facility  in 
shorthand-typing  in  connection  with  some  other 
employment — such  as  the  Civil  Service  or  local 
government  administration — for  which  they  are 
qualified.  The  blind  have  long  established  their  ability 
to  become  absolutely  first-class  shorthand-typists, 
capable  of  taking  down  dictation  at  high  speeds, 
keeping  full  records  of  big  meetings  with  accuracy, 
and  typing  their  letters  with  perfect  correctness  and 
lay-out,  and  judging  by  the  enthusiasm  and  hard 
work  of  the  students  now  in  training,  the  number  of 
blind  stenographers  who,  by  obtaining  a recognized 
external  diploma  of  efficiency,  qualify  for  permanent 
posts  is  likely  to  be  considerably  augmented  in  the 
near  future. 

The  social  life  of  the  students  is  full  of  interest. 
Local  people  invite  them  to  social  evenings,  quiz 
parties  and  so  on,  and  excursions  into  the  fields  and 
to  the  seaside,  gardening,  poultry-keeping  and  other 
country  pleasures,  fill  their  leisure  hours. 

Industrial  and  Commercial  Placement. — During  the 
year  our  Placement  Section  found  jobs  in  factories 
and  offices  ordinarily  employing  sighted  labour  for 
206  blind  people— 131  men  and  75  women,  and  in 
March,  1948,  recorded  its  thousandth  placement. 
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This  is  a remarkable  achievement,  due  to  the  skill 
and  drive  of  our  Placement  Officers,  all  of  whom  are 
partially  sighted  men  with  practical  experience  of  the 
difficulties  of  blindness,  and  to  the  magnificent 
response  of  the  blind  workers  to  the  chances  offered 
them  of  proving  their  ability  and  economic  efficiency 
in  work  conditioned  by  sighted  labour.  Before  the 
war  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  find  fifty  blind 
people  employed  in  ordinary  factories  or  offices,  but 
the  shortage  of  labour  in  the  war  gave  the  blind  their 
chance,  and  they  seized  it  with  both  hands.  Years 
ago  we  were  aware  of  the  capabilities  of  the  blind,  but, 
despite  every  effort,  we  could  not  get  employers  to 
look  upon  blind  labour  as  a possible  asset.  To-day, 
in  the  London  area,  where  our  Placement  Officers 
have  operated  longest,  they  have  no  need  to  tell 
employers  what  the  blind  can  do  ; they  know  it 
already. 

The  outstanding  success  of  the  year  has  been  the 
acceptance  by  the  Engineering  Industry  of  the  fact 
that  blind  precision  inspectors  are  no  less  accurate 
than  sighted  inspectors.  This  work  can  only  be  done 
by  a skilled  braillist  who  can  reckon  mentally  to  four 
places  of  decimals  ; but  even  so,  twenty  blind  men 
have  been  placed  as  precision  inspectors,  using  in 
their  calculations  the  wide  range  of  precision  instru- 
ments which  the  Institute  has  adapted  for  finger- 
reading. At  a recent  Exhibition  of  Blind  Labour,  a 
blind  lad  educated  at  Worcester  College  was  demon- 
strating inspection  within  one  ten-thousandth  part 
of  an  inch,  and  the  tolerance  was  so  fine  that  he  was 
not  permitted  to  pass  any  parts  which  were  not  dead 
accurate  in  size.  He  had  been  doing  this  work 
successfully  for  twelve  months. 

The  following  is  typical  of  the  many  letters  we  are 
now  receiving  from  employers  of  blind  labour : 
" E.J.  is  doing  extremely  well  and  is  very  happy  at 
his  work.  Our  General  Manager  has  raised  with  me 
the  question  of  securing  two  more  blind  persons  for 
the  same  job.”  But  as  our  Placement  work  has  been 
extended  this  year  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  North  of 
England,  in  co-operation  with  the  Northern  Counties 
Association,  and  has  begun  in  Wales,  at  the  request 
of  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  many  firms  unfamiliar 
with  blind  labour  need  convincing,  and  an  illustrated 
brochure,  “ Skilled  Hands,”  giving  reliable  evidence 
and  testimonials  to  the  capabilities  of  the  blind  in 
many  industries  and  businesses,  is  being  widely  dis- 
tributed to  prospective  employers. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  twenty-six  of  the 
blind  people  placed  in  jobs  this  year  have  passed 
through  our  Homes  of  Recovery,  which  are  becoming 
an  increasingly  valuable  source  of  supply  of  blind 
middle-aged  recruits  to  national  industry. 

Our  survey  of  industries  in  order  to  find  new 
openings  for  blind  labour  continues  on  scientific 
lines.  We  now  possess  over  5,000  reports  on  factories 
covering  the  majority  of  the  mass-production 


industries  ; and  investigations  of  special  industrial, 
commercial  or  professional  undertakings  are  being 
made.  Those  examined  during  the  year  include  radio- 
set maintenance,  market  gardening,  dairy  farming, 
gold  lace  weaving,  dog  breeding,  railway  station 
announcement,  and  speech-therapy.  An  investigation 
of  employing  the  blind  in  the  spinning  section  of  the 
cotton  industry  is  promising  ; a similar  investigation 
of  the  coal  industry  was  less  fruitful. 

The  Government  is  keenly  interested  in  this  work, 
and  Mr.  Isaacs,  Minister  of  Labour,  has  appointed  a 
Working  Party  “ to  investigate  the  facilities  existing 
for  the  employment  of  blind  persons  in  industry  and 
in  public  and  other  services,  and  to  make  recom- 
mendations for  their  development.”  We  are  very 
glad  to  know  that  Mr.  Eagar,  our  Secretary-General, 
is  a member  of  the  Working  Party,  and  we  have  every 
hope  that  the  result  of  the  enquiry  will  be  to  give  a 
considerably  greater  number  of  blind  people  an  ever- 
widening  opportunity  of  playing  their  part  in  the  life 
of  the  nation. 

Home  Workers  Scheme. — Schemes  to  assist  blind 
men  and  women  who  earn  a living  bv  practising 
various  handicrafts  in  their  own  homes  cover  the 
country,  and  we  are  responsible  to  the  Local  Authorities 
concerned  for  the  industrial  welfare  of  285  home 
workers  residing  in  Kent,  Surrey,  Sussex,  Hampshire, 
and  London  south  of  the  Thames.  We  provide  them 
with  raw  materials,  tools,  any  necessary  training  and 
advertise  and  market  their  products.  At  our  show- 
rooms in  London,  Reigate,  and  Tunbridge  Wells,  we 
have,  during  the  year,  displayed  a wide  variety  of 
beautifully  made  baskets,  brushes,  woven  fibre  boxes, 
cane  chairs,  knitwear,  mats,  etc.,  and  have  disposed 
of  blind  workers’  products  to  the  value  of  over 
£25,000. 

Hostels  for  Students  and  Workers.  -In  September, 
1947,  we  opened  a Residential  Hostel,  mainly  for 
blind  students,  at  79  Holland  Park,  London.  Struc- 
tural alterations  are  still  being  made,  but  twelve 
Physiotherapy  students  are  in  residence.  This 
Hostel  will  eventually  accommodate  forty  students, 
and  then,  to  quote  the  Warden,  “ it  will  be  a really 
lovely  place.”  Our  other  Residential  Hostels  at 
Bayswater  and  Wimbledon,  the  latter  managed  by  us 
for  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  have  been  fully  occupied 
during  the  year  by  blind  men  and  women  working 
in  London,  including  several  members  of  our  staff. 

IV.  PERSONAL  AND  GENERAL  WELFARE 

The  Institute’s  personal  and  general  assistance  to 
the  blind  at  home  and  abroad  is  too  various  to  be 
summarized.  All  we  can  do  is  to  give  a few  typical 
instances  of  it. 

Personal  Assistance. — This  usually  begins  with  a 
letter  or  a visit  ; the  letters  amount  to  thousands,  and 
the  visits  to  hundreds  each  year.  A precis  of  one 


month’s  letters  received  by  the  blind  lawyer  who  is 
responsible  for  this  work  would  show  that  the  blind 
need  information  and  advice  on  an  immense  variety 
of  subjects.  Their  blindness  prevents  ready  reference 
to  publications  and  announcements,  yet  their  lives, 
as  the  lives  of  all  of  us,  are  daily  affected  by  new  Acts 
of  Parliament,  statutory  regulations,  public  notices 
and  so  forth,  and  the  massive  social  legislative 
measures  enacted  since  the  war  have  greatly  increased 
the  number  of  enquiries. 

Visitors  have  come  of  their  own  accord,  or  have 
been  sent  by  hospitals,  Local  Authorities  or  the 
Ministry  of  Labour.  Many  of  them  have  recently  lost 
or  are  losing  their  sight  and  seek  advice  on  how  to 
get  along  without  it.  Then  there  are  the  blind  people 
who  have  got  into  difficulties — financial,  housing, 
domestic  ; or  who  are  ambitious  and  need  capital ; or 
who  want  to  travel  and  need  facilities  ; or  who  want 
books  or  clothes  or  tools — or  anything,  even  a 
budgerigar.  And  there  are  the  relatives  of  the  blind 
who  need  guidance  on  how  to  treat  the  blind. 

The  result  of  this  multifarious  service  can  best  be 
seen  in  a few  extracts  from  letters  of  thanks.  From  a 
student : “ The  knowledge  of  such  keen  interest  and 
practical  support  is  most  heartening.”  From  a former 
blind  member  of  the  Institute’s  staff : “ ‘ Gone  but  not 
forgotten  ’ flashed  across  my  mind  when  I read  your 
refreshing  note."  From  a man  acknowledging  a gift : 


“ Blintraders  ” Kiosk,  in  charge  of  blind  salesman, 
Westminster  Hospital. 
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“ Between  the  lines  of  this  letter  you  can  read  my 
relief  and  gratitude.”  And,  finally,  from  Miss  “ X,” 
who  “ sends  her  grateful  thanks  to  all  concerned  for 
their  kindness  in  getting  her  a budgerigar.” 

The  Ex-Service  Fund  assists  individual  blind 
ex-Service  men  ineligible  for  St.  Dunstan’s  or  the 
blind  dependents  of  serving  or  ex-Service  men.  The 
number  of  cases  assisted  in  a variety  of  ways  during 
the  year  was  500. 

Holiday  and  Residential  Homes.— Many  elderly 
blind  people  find  in  our  Residential  Homes  the  peace 
and  freedom  from  want  and  worry  which  should 
accompany  old  age,  and  our  Holiday  Homes  serve 
the  blind  of  all  ages  throughout  the  country  who 
need  a break  trom  their  work  or  the  city  streets,  or 
fresh  air  and  rest  during  convalescence.  We  have 
eight  such  Homes,  and  their  full  names  and  addresses 
will  be  found  on  the  inside  ot  the  front  cover  of  this 
report.  Let  us  give  you  the  briefest  of  glimpses  into 
each  Home  : — 

Guest  House  for  Blind  Women,  Leamington. — " The 
average  age  is  eighty  years.  The  oldest  resident  is  ninety- 
seven.  They  thoroughly  enjoy  life.  One  of  the  Churches 
has  put  a car  at  their  disposal — a valuable  help,  indeed  ! 

Home  for  Blind  Women,  Hove. — " Several  very  happy 
outings  by  coach  were  enjoyed  by  ' The  Family,’  and  a 
most  successful  Handicraft  Sale.” 

Home  for  the  Deaf-Blind,  Harrogate. — “ The  residents  are 
very  happy  in  this  lovely  town.  How  they  enjoy  the 


Hand-loom  weaving  by  totally  deaf  and  blind  woman  at 
Home  for  the  Deaf-Blind,  Harrogate. 
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perfume  of  the  pines  I . . . They  were  taken  to  the  Fair  I 
and  had  great  fun  winning  prizes.  . . . What  beautiful 
and  useful  articles  they  make  1 " 

Residential  Home,  Ventnor . — “ A home  in  the  true  sense  I 
of  the  word  where  professional  blind  men  (and  their  wives,  I 
if  any)  can  spend  the  eventide  of  life  in  comparative  luxury 
and  ' far  from  the  madding  crowd 

Holiday  Home,  Scarborough. — ” 443  guests  during  the  I 
vear.  Listen  to  what  they  say : ‘ With  all  our  hearts  we  I 
thank  you  for  such  a lovely  time.’  * Thank  you  for  the  I 
wonderful  time  you  have  given  our  four  blind  friends 
Residential  and  Holiday  Home,  Harrogate  (run  in 
co-operation  with  the  Harrogate  Society  for  the  Blind). — 

" Here  is  comfort  such  as  some  of  our  guests  have  never  I 
even  dreamed  of.  Most  of  them  ask  to  stay  on  longer.” 

Holiday  Home  for  the  Deaf-Blind,  Hoylake  (officially 
opened  by  Lord  Leverhulme  in  September,  1947,  and  run  | 
in  co-operation  with  the  National  Deaf-Blind  Helpers’ 
League). — ” Numerous  invitations  to  garden  parties,  with  I 
the  aid  of  voluntary  helpers.  . . . Have  just  started  an  I 
outing  to  the  country  once  a fortnight.  . . . Christmas  was 
spent  in  very  good  ‘ spirits  ’ with  plenty  to  eat  and  presents 
for  all.” 

Holiday  Home,  St.  Leonards. — Partly  destroyed  by  I 
bombs  during  the  war,  this  Home  has  been  rebuilt  and  will 
have  been  reopened  when  this  report  is  published.  The 
temporary  Home  at  Totteridge,  where  many  blind  folk 
spent  a happy  summer  holiday,  was  vacated"  in  October, 
1947. 

National  Welfare. — The  National  Institute  is  always 
on  National  Service  for  the  Blind.  Behind  all  its 
assistance  to  blind  individuals  or  groups  is  the  idea 
of  improving  the  status  and  promoting  the  general  ; 
welfare  of  the  whole  blind  community.  We,  its  | 
Council,  represent  Local  Government  Bodies,  Agencies  j 
for  the  Blind,  Organisations  of  the  Blind,  and  volun-  ■ 
tary  workers  (see  page  4),  and  have  constantly  to  act 
and  speak  as  the  representative  of  that  community.  J 
We  have  to  watch  all  legislation  in  its  actual  or 
potential  effects  on  the  blind.  We  were  able  to  secure  | 
some  improvements  in  the  National  Assistance  Bill 
during  its  passage  through  Parliament,  and  though  we  I 
welcome  the  Act  as  a whole  we  are  aware  that  some  I 
of  its  consequences  may  require  very  careful  I 
scrutiny.  Great  help  was  rendered  by  Mr.  Edward 
Evans,  M.P.,  in  putting  forward  our  amendments. 

We  stimulate  interest  in  Blind  Welfare  by  dis- 
tributing news  stories  to  the  press,  and  in  various 
ways  try  to  unite  the  seeing  and  the  sightless  in  a 
bond  of  lasting  friendship  and  mutual  understanding. 

We  have  this  year  formed  “ The  N.I.B.  Associa- 
tion,” its  objects  being  to  keep  voluntary  workers  in 
contact  with  our  activities,  to  increase  the  number 
of  voluntary  workers,  and  to  make  the  needs  of  the 
blind  more  generally  known.  Enrolment  entitles  an 
Associate  to  the  N.I.B.  A Tews,  a quarterly  news  sheet. 

In  the  pages  of  our  letterpress  monthly,  The  Neie> 
Beacon,  all  aspects  of  Blind  Welfare  are  discussed, 
and  some  of  the  most  brilliant  and  valuable  contri-  j 
butions  come  from  blind  writers.  For  example,  it  is 
the  thinkers  amongst  the  deaf-blind  who  have  been  j 
foremost  in  arousing  interest  in  and  suggesting 


A jolly  party  at  Bannow,  Convalescent  and  Holiday  Home,  St.  Leonards. 


solutions  to  the  bewildering  problems  which  face 
them. 

Our  Information  Bureau,  our  Library  and  Museum 
of  Blindiana,  are  at  the  service  of  all  correspondents 
and  visitors,  and  our  Headquarters  and  Branches  are 
always  open  for  inspection  and  ready  to  give  details 
of  the  work. 

The  prevention  of  blindness  naturally  comes 
within  our  sphere,  and  we  trust  that,  when  the 
National  Health  Service  is  firmly  established,  the 
advice  of  our  Prevention  of  Blindness  Committee 
will  be  sought.  It  is  fully  alive  to  the  urgent  need  of 
many  more  preventative  measures  and  has  much 
experience  behind  it. 

Welfare  of  the  Blind  in  the  Commonwealth  and  in 
Foreign  Countries. — The  blind  communities  of  the 
nations  are  more  closely  linked  together  by  similar 
interests  and  problems  than  any  other  communal 
groups.  The  work  of  our  National  Institute  has 
therefore  international  scope,  and  during  the  year 
has  greatly  extended  and  expanded  its  relationships 
with  Blind  Welfare  in  the  British  Commonwealth,  in 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  in  foreign  countries. 

Last  year  we  reported  that  the  delegation  of  three, 
appointed  by  a Joint  Committee  of  the  Institute  and 
the  Colonial  Office  to  investigate  blindness  in  a 
number  of  Colonial  Territories,  had  in  nearly  nine 
months  completed  its  30,000  miles'  tour.  In  March, 


1948,  the  delegation's  official  Report  was  published 
by  H.M.  Stationery  Office  under  the  title  “ Blindness 
in  British  African  and  Middle  East  Territories.”  The 
picture  it  reveals,  which  we  have  already  briefly 
described,  presents  truly  appalling  problems.  The 
general  incidence  of  blindness  in  the  Territories 
inspected  is  at  least  four  dr  five  times  as  great  as  in 
England  and  Wales,  and  education,  training  and 
employment  facilities  for  the  blind  are  altogether 
inadequate.  The  Report,  which  has  been  sent  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  to  all  Colonial 
Governments,  for  comment,  recommends  the  estab- 
lishment of  regional  organisations  to  serve  East  and 
West  Africa  and,  later,  the  Middle  East,  and  of  local 
organisations  to  develop  schools,  training  centres, 
employment  schemes  and  Braille  libraries,  and  to 
promote  the  prevention  of  blindness. 

The  six  months’  survey,  under  our  auspices,  of  the 
condition  of  the  blind  in  the  British  Zone  of  Germany, 
to  which  we  referred  last  year,  has  led  to  the  setting 
up  of  a Representative  Council  in  the  Zone  to 
co-ordinate  Blind  Welfare  work,  and  a similar  organiza- 
tion is  being  established  in  the  American  Zone. 
Meanwhile,  we  are  doing  what  we  can  to  meet  the 
most  urgent  needs  for  Braille  books  and  apparatus, 
and  are  arranging  for  the  Chairman  and  Secretary 
of  the  new  Council  to  visit  this  country  in  order  to 
study  British  Blind  Welfare. 
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Happy  blind  children  on  holiday  give  “ Three  cheers  for  Pirate's  Spring  ! ” 


Mr.  Eric  Boulter,  whom  we  sent  to  Greece  two 
years  ago,  is  now  returning  after  doing  a most 
valuable  piece  of  work  there  ; and  again  at  the  request 
of  a Social  Affairs  Officer  of  U.N.O.,  we  have  sent  a 
skilled  adviser  to  Poland  to  assist  the  Polish  author- 
ities in  developing  measures  to  help  the  blind. 

Several  students  of  Blind  Welfare  abroad  are 
pursuing  courses  of  training  in  England.  The  Principal 
of  a new  School  for  the  Blind  at  Salonika,  Greece,  was 
here  for  six  months,  under  the  auspices  of  the  British 
Council ; a blind  Egyptian,  who  is  to  organize  Blind 
Welfare  at  Government  level  in  Cairo,  and  blind  and 
sighted  students  from  Mauritius,  Uganda,  Nigeria 
and  Singapore,  are  still  with  us  ; and  we  are  expecting 
a student  from  China. 

To  assist  the  blind  of  China,  whose  numbers  run 
into  millions  and  whose  plight  is  desperate,  we  have 
set  up  a Consultative  Committee,  including  our  own 
representatives  and  those  of  St.  Dunstan’s,  the 
British  Red  Cross  and  St.  John  War  Organisation, 


the  Chinese  Embassy,  the  British  United  Aid  to  China 
Fund,  and  Christian  Missions. 

Our  relationships  with  the  United  States  of  America 
are  particularly  intimate,  and  we  have  been  delighted 
to  welcome  in  England  once  again  Dr.  Robert  Irwin, 
the  distinguished  blind  Executive  Director  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  whose  visits 
always  have  beneficial  results. 

Our  contacts,  through  correspondence,  with  blind 
individuals  all  over  the  world  are  innumerable,  and 
perhaps  this  report  of  what  the  Institute,  with  the 
aid  of  its  vast  army  of  voluntary  helpers,  is  trying  to 
do  for  the  blind  everywhere,  could  not  be  brought  to 
its  end  more  fittingly  and  gracefully  than  by  the 
following  charming  message  from  a blind  Mohamme- 
dan in  the  far  forests  of  Nigeria,  to  whom  we  sent  a 
parcel  of  books : “ I am  deeply  grateful,”  he  says, 
“ for  the  help  the  Institute  has  given  me,  and  for  its 
protection.  We  blind  Africans  feel  that  we  are  all 
part  of  your  great  family.” 


We  again  desire  to  place  on  record  our  very  great  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  Secretary -General 
and  his  Staff  for  their  untiring  and  selfless  service  given  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind. 

May  the  Benediction  of  Almighty  God  rest  on  our  labours. 


As  this  report  goes  to  press,  we  learn,  with  profound  regret,  of  the  death  of  our  revered  and  beloved 
President,  Captain  Sir  Beachcroft  Towse,  V.C.,  K.C.V.O.,  C.B.E.,  at  his  home,  Long  Meadow,  Goring- 
on-Thames,  aged  84.  Blinded  in  the  South  African  War,  he  joined  the  Institute’s  Council  in  1901, 
and  after  serving  as  Vice-Chairman,  was  appointed  Chairman  in  1923.  In  1944  ill-health  forced  him 
to  relinquish  the  Chairmanship  and  he  was  unanimously  appointed  President  of  the  Institute.  He  was 
a devoted  leader  and  a great  gentleman  ; his  courtesy  and  kindness  smoothed  difficulties  ; his  untiring 
and  unselfish  service  was  the  pattern  of  duty  ; his  character,  an  inspiration  ; and  Blind  Welfare  owes 
him  immeasurable  gratitude. 
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THE  GROWTH  OF  THE 

1868  The  British  and  Foreign  Blind  Association  for 
Promoting  the  Education  of  the  Blind  (now  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind)  founded  by 
Dr.  Thomas  Rhodes  Armitage.  The  Braille 
System  was  adopted  and  the  Association  soon 
became  the  centre  for  supplying  printed  books 
maps,  music  and  educational  apparatus. 

1881  Publication  of  the  first  issue  of  Progress,  the  first 
magazine  in  Braille  type. 

1890  Death  of  Dr.  Armitage,  his  work  being  carried 
on  by  his  wife  until  her  death  in  1901.  Their 
daughter,  Miss  Alice  Armitage,  is  still  a Member 
of  the  Institute's  Council. 

1899  Armitage  Memorial  Fund,  to  cheapen  and  extend 

Braille  publications,  founded. 

1900  Revised  Key  to  Braille  Music  Notation  published. 

1902  The  Association  transformed  from  a semi-private 

undertaking  and  incorporated.  Removed  from 
Cambridge  Square  to  206  Great  Portland  St., 
and  Employment  Bureau  begun. 

1903  The  Braille  Review,  a letterpress  monthly,  now 

The  New  Beacon,  started. 

1907  The  Braille  Mail,  first  weekly  periodical,  begun. 

1908  Professor  M.  M.  McHardy,  F.R.C.S.,  became 

Chairman  and  started  fund  for  larger  premises 

1909  Braille  Musical  Magazine  started. 

1911  First  fast-running  electrical  Braille  press  in- 
stalled. 

1913  First  issue  of  School  Magazine. 

1914  Moon  Society,  for  printing  books  and  periodicals 

in  type  invented  by  Dr.  Moon,  taken  over. 
Armitage  Fund  for  Employment  of  Blind  Writers 
founded  by  Miss  Armitage. 

New  premises  opened  at  224,  226,  228,  Great 
Portland  Street  by  King  George  V,  accom- 
panied by  Queen  Mary,  and  the  name  of  the 
Association  changed  to  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind. 

Mr.  C.  Arthur  (later  Sir  Arthur)  Pearson  elected 
first  President  of  the  Institute. 

Committee  formed  for  care  of  blinded  soldiers 
and  sailors  resulting  in  establishment  of  St 
Duns  tan’s. 

1915  School  of  Massage  (now  School  of  Physiotherapy) 

founded. 

London  Home  Teaching  Society  affiliated. 

1918  First  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies  opened 

at  Chorleywood,  Herts. 

1919  Association  for  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs 

founded. 

1921  Chorleywood  College  for  Blind  Girls  opened. 

Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind  started. 

Home  Workers  Scheme  for  the  Blind  in  the 

Home  Counties  launched. 

1922  The  Moon  N ewspaper , first  weekly  in  Moon  type 

issued. 

1923  Ex-Service  Men’s  Fund  started  by  Captain  (later 

Sir  Beachcroft)  Towse,  V.C.,  Chairman  of  the 
Institute. 

Second  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies  opened 
at  Southport. 

1924  Third  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies  opened 

at  Leamington. 

1925  Convalescent  and  Holiday  Home  opened  at 

" Bannow,”  St.  Leonards. 

1926  Scheme  for  the  centralization  of  collections  and 

enlargement  of  Council  adopted. 

Research  into  blind  industrial  employment 
begun. 

1927  First  issue  of  the  Braille  Radio  Times. 


NATIONAL  INSTITUTE 

1928  Guest  House  for  Blind  Women  opened  at 

Leamington. 

1929  British  Wireless  for  the  Blind  Fund  established. 

1930  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies  opened  at  East 

Grinstead,  in  place  of  the  Home  at  Chorleywood, 
destroyed  by  fire. 

Museum  of  Blindiana  opened. 

High  speed  Braille  rotary  press  installed . 

1931  Council  again  enlarged  in  interests  of  national 

co-operation. 

First  issue  of  The  Braille  Rainbow,  first  journal 
for  the  deaf-blind. 

First  " Blintraders  ” Kiosk  established. 

Enquiry  into  education  of  the  bl-nd  begun . 
Electrical  Clinic  opened  as  adjunct  to  Massage 
School. 

1932  School  for  Retarded  Blind  Children  opened  at 

Court  Grange,  S.  Devon. 

Standard  English  Braille  adopted  in  Great  Britain 
and  America. 

1933  New  Home  for  Blind  Women  opened  in  Brighton. 

1934  Eichholz  Memorial  Clinic  opened  by  H.R.H. 

Prince  of  Wales. 

1935  Production  of  Talking  Books  begun. 

1936  Administration  of  Worcester  College  for  the  Blind 

taken  over. 

1937  School  Journey  Centre  and  Children's  Holiday 

Home  opened  at  New  Romney. 

Survey  of  Deaf-Blind  Problem  issued. 

1938  Council  re-constituted  on  lines  laid  down  in 

national  scheme. 

" Bible  for  the  Blind  ” Exhibition. 

1939  King  George  VI  and  Queen  Elizabeth  visit  the 

Institute  on  its  25th  Anniversary. 

Holiday  Home  at  Scarborough  opened. 
Residential  Home  for  the  Deaf  Blind  established 
at  Harrogate. 

First  " Braille  Panda  ” published. 

1940  Three  Homes  of  Recovery  for  War- Blinded 

Civilians  established  at  Goring-on-Thames, 
Bridgnorth  and  Torquay. 

1941  Southport  Home  for  Blind  Babies  damaged  by 

bombs  and  children  removed  to  Whitfield  Hall, 
near  Hexham. 

1942  Fourth  and  fifth  Sunshine  Homes  opened  at 

Northampton  and  Northwood. 

Placement  of  Blind  Workers  in  Sighted  Factories 
on  War- work. 

1943  School  of  Training  for  Telephone  Operators 

established  at  Bridgnorth. 

1944  Report  on  Employment  of  the  Blind  issued. 
Residential  Home  opened  at  Ventnor. 

Sunshine  Home  at  Whitfield  Hall  removed  to 

Haydon  Bridge,  Northumberland. 

Sir  Beachcroft  Towse,  V.C.,  resigns  Chairmanship 
and  appointed  second  President  of  the  Institute. 
Succeeded  as  Chairman  by  General  Lord  Ismay. 
Residential  Hostel  opened  in  London. 

1945  Placement  of  blind  in  nationalindustry  accelerated. 

1946  Plans  for  extending  Students  Library  launched. 
Braille  News  Summary  for  the  deaf-blind  started. 
Holiday  Home  for  the  Deaf-Blind  opened  at 

Hoylake. 

Holiday  Home  for  the  Blind  opened  at  Harrogate. 
Second  Residential  Hostel  opened  in  London. 

1947  School  for  Blind  Children  with  other  handicaps 

established  at  Condover  Hall,  Shrewsbury. 
School  for  training  Shorthand-Typists  begun 
at  Bridgnorth. 

Third  Residential  Hostel  opened  in  London. 
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19-40  / 47 

c 

122 

£122 


ARMITAGE  MEMORIAL  FUND 


Expenditure 


To  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  General  Chanty 
Fund  Account  (included  in  Interest  and  Rents)  ... 


£ To  Amounts  paid™  Slices  on  behalf  of  Blind 

“ 9 Surplus  Liken  to  National  Institute  for  the  Blind- 

75  General  Charity  Fund  Account  


£107 


1947/48 

1946/47 

Income 

Company  of 

£ 

By 

Cash  received 

from  the  Worshipful 

122 

122 

Clothworkers 

£122 

III 

the  employment 

OF  BLIND 

WRITERS 

£ 

£ 

By 

Cash  received 

Income 

from  the  Worshipful 

Company  of 

51 

107 

Clothworkers 

56 

£107 

£107 

1947/48 

£ 

122 

£122 


£ 

107 

£107 


£ 

254 


51 

£559 


BAILEY  BEQUEST 


Expenditure 

To  General  Charity  Fund  for  General  Purposes. . . ... 

General  Charity  Fund  for  Assistance  to  Necessitous 

(The*  above  items  are  included  in  General  Charity 
Fund — National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  under 
Dividends  on  Investments! 

London  Association  for  the  Blind  


£ 

156 


31 

£343 


£ 

559 


Income 

By  Dividends  on  Investment 


£559 


£ 

343 


£343 


497 

£497 


SALOMON’S  BEQUEST 


r Expenditure  , .. 

To  National  Institute  for  the  Blind — General  Charity 


iilUUItdl  uuiuuic  — , , A , ,Q-7 

Fund  Account  (included  in  Dividends  on  Investments)  49/ 

£497 


£ Income 

497  By  Dividends  on  Investment 


£497 


L 

497 


£497 


/ Receipts 

120  To  Cash  at  Bank,  1st  April,  1947...  ...  • 

Amount  received  from  the  Worshipful  Company  ot 

Clothworkers 

Deposit  Interest  


4S 

1 

£169 


EMBOSSED 

BOOKS 

£ 

£ 

138 

31 

48 

13S 

£186 

£109 

Payments 

By  Amount  expended  on  goods  supplied  to  Leeds 

Institution  

Cash  at  Bank,  31st  March,  1948  


Note. — The  Capital  Stock  of  this  Fund  is  held  in  trust  by  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Clothworkers,  and  the  divWends  reived  and  paid  over 
by  them  are  for  the  supply  of  Braille  Literature,  etc.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Blind  of  Leeds  and  District. 


36 

150 


£186 


THE  HENRY  STAINSBY  MEMORIAL  GIFT  FUND  FOR  THE  BLIND 


£ Receipts 

364  To  Cash  at  Bank,  1st  April,  1947... 
63  Dividends  on  Investment 

1 Deposit  Interest  

£428 


£ 

393 

63 

3 

£459 


£ Payments 

35  By  Amounts  expended  on  Gifts  ... 
393  Cash  at  Bank,  31st  March,  1948 


£428 


£ 

10 

449 


W.  L.  PLATTS,  Chairman,  Finance  Committee 

A.  J.  W.  KITCHIN,  Honorary  Treasurer 


l National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 


We  have  examined  the  above  account  with  the  books  and  vouchers  of  the  Fund,  and  certify  the  same  to  be  in  accordance  therewith,  and  in 
our  opinion  correct. 

Kent  House,  Telegraph  Street,  E.C.2.  JACKSON,  PIXLE\  & CO., 

9th  July  1948  Chartered  Accountants,  Auditors. 

Note— The  Capital  Stock  of  the  Fund,  £1,807  14s.  2d.  3j%  Conversion  Loan  Inscribed  Stock,  is  held  in  trust  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind" 
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THE  MOON  SOCIETY 


Balance  Sheet  31st  March,  1948 


31  /3/47 

27,742 

19 

Liabilities 

Capital  Account — 

Balance  at  1st  April,  1947 

Add  : Profit  on  redemption  of  Investments... 

£ 

£ 

27,638 

92 

31/3/47 

£ 

1,683 

660 

Assets 

Freehold  Property  i At  Cost,  less  amounts 

Printing  Machinery  } written  ofl 

Furniture  and  Fittings  (at  cost  less  Deprecia- 
tion)   ...  

£ 

1,598 

«27 

£ 

27,761 

Less  : Transfers  to  General  Purposes  Fund — 
Investments  Realized 

27,730 

20 

2,245 

2,500 

1 

2,348 

2,603 

Investments — 

General  Purposes 

Endowments  Specifically  Appropriated 

27,638 

20,214 

2,668 

25,127 

ifoi 

22,882 

417 

123 

103 

General  Purposes  Fund — 

Balance  at  1st  April,  1947  ... 

Add : Transfers  from  Capital  Account,  as 

above  ...  ...  

General  Legacies 

170 

2,603 

25,290 

27,638 

1,224 

422 

Stock,  as  valued  by  Officials  of  the  Society  . . . 
Sundry  Debtors,  less  Reserve  for  Doubtful 
Debts  ... 

Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand 

25,127 

2,096 

478 

441 

643 

473 

Less : Deficit  from  General  Charity  Fund 
Account  ... 

2,773 

252 

2,521 

261 

170 

1,737 

Sundry’  Creditors  and  Credit  Balances  ... 

494 

£20,545 

£28,142 

£29,545 

£28,142 

W.  L.  PLATTS,  Chairman,  Finance  Committee  | National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

A.  J.  W.  KITCHIN,  Honorary  Treasurer  f 

We  report  that  we  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  required  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  above  Balance  Sheet  is  properly 
drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a true  and  correct  view  of  the  state  of  the  Society’s  affairs,  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the  explanations 
given  to  us,  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  Society. 

Kent  House,  Telegraph  Street,  E.C.2  JACKSON,  PIXLEY  & CO. 

Chartered  Accountants, 


9th  July,  1948. 

A uditors. 

THE  MOON 

SOCIETY 

Publications  Account 

for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1948 

1946/47 

Expenditure 

1946/47 

Income 

£ 

C 

£ 

£ 

1,271 

To  Stock  at  1st  April,  1947 

1,224 

By  Cost  of  Production — 

1,918 

Production  Salaries  and  Wages 

1,836 

2,121 

Books  ... 

1,979 

64 

Health  and  Unemployment  Insurance,  etc. 

70 

1,365 

Magazines  and  Newspapers 

1,569 

659 

Materials  for  Transcribing,  Embossing,  Binding,  etc. 

1,402 

— 

— 

103 

Printing,  Stationery,  Postage,  Carriage  and  Packing 

151 

3,486 

3,548 

6S 

Fuel,  Light,  Water  and  Power 

96 

Less  Reductions  allowed  from  cost  price  of  Books, 

59 

Rates,  Insurance  and  Telephone 

67 

2,451 

etc.  ...  

2,321 

26 

Repairs  and  Maintenance  of  Premises  and  Machinery 

276 

— 

— 

Depreciation — 

1,035 

Net  Sales  ...  ...  

1,227 

Freehold  ...  ...  ...  £84 

1,224 

Stock  at  31st  March,  1948  ...  

2,096 

Plant 33 

2,032 

Gross  Loss  carried  down  ...  

1,916 

123 

— 

117 

£4,291 

£5,239 

£4,291 

£5.239 

2,032 

To  Gross  Loss  brought  down 

1,916 

1,868 

By  Grant,  Local  Government  Act,  1929 

1,S6S 

1,060 

Management  Expenses  and  other  Salaries  ... 

1,068 

1,228 

Net  Deficit,  carried  to  General  Charity  Fund  Account 

1,124 

4 

Travelling  Expenses  

8 

£3,096 

£2,992 

£3,096 

£2,992 

General  Charity  Fund  Account  for 

the  Year 

ended  31st  March,  1948 

£ 

Expenditure 

£ 

£ 

Income 

£ 

1,228 

To  Net  Deficit,  transferred  from  Publications  Account... 

1,124 

12 

By  Subscriptions  and  Donations  ... 

5 

130 

Augmentation  of  Wages — Blind  Staff 

151 

880 

Dividends 

927 

Annuitv  payable  under  the  Will  of  the  late  Miss 

255 

Rents 

281 

20 

A.  E.  C.  Moon 

20 

9 

Miscellaneous  Income  ... 

2 

120 

Pensions  Scheme  Contributions 

141 

103 

Legacies  ... 

... 

— 

10 

Audit  Fee 

31 

473 

Deficit  carried  to  Balance  Sheet 

252 

50 

Research  (Moon  Type) 

— 

71 

Legal  Charges 

— 

103 

Legacies  transjerred  to  Balance  Sheet 

— 

£1,732 

£1,467 

£1,732 

£1,467 
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31  /3/47 
£ 

34,295 


309 

353 

34,957 

1,120 


33,837 

811 

21 


790 

790 


1,713 

2,825 


£ 38,375 


WORCESTER  COLLEGE  FOR  THE  BLIND,  WORCESTER 
Balance  Sheet  at  31st  March,  1948 


Liabilities 

31/3/47 

£ 

16,966 

662 

1,743 

19,371 

3,000 

9,962 

1,504 

Capital  Account — 

Balance  at  1st  April,  1947  ...  •••  ••• 

Add:  Gardners’  Trust  Scholarship  1-und 
Assets  Transferred  

Profit  on  Sale  of  Investments  ...  ... 

Grant — National  Institute  for  the  Blind  ... 

33,837 

7,269 

717 

Less : Depreciation 

41,823 

1,070 

40,753 

14,466 

Balance  of  Income  and  Expenditure  Account 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1948 

Less  : Legacies  

3,586 

4b7 

4,538 

Less  : Grant— National  Institute  for  the  Blind 

3,1 13 
3,119 

— 

Sundry  Creditors  and  Credit  Balances 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  

2,3S7 

2,173 

£45,313 

£3S,375 

Freehold  Property 
Leashold  Property 
Furniture  and  Fixtures 

Assets 

] At  net  cost 

...  • less  

...  1 Depreciation 

£ 

16,198 

629 

2,191 

£ 

19,018 

Investments  at  cost — 

Endowments — General 

Endowments — Specifically  appropriated  ... 
Building  Fund  

3,000 

17,231 

1,504 

21,735 

Sundry  Debtors  and  Debit  Balances,  less 
Reserves  for  Doubtful  Debts 

4,560 

£45,313 


COBHAM,  Chairman,  Board  of  Govertwrs. 

A.  J.  W.  KITCHIN,  Member,  Board  of  Governors. 


We  report  that  we  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  required  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  above  Balance  Sheet  is  properly 
drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a true  and  correct  view  of  the  state  of  the  College’s  affairs,  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the  explanations 
given  to  us  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  College. 


Kent  House,  Telegraph  Street,  E.C.2. 
9//i  July,  1948. 


JACKSON,  PIXLEY  & CO., 

Chartered  Accountants, 

Auditors. 


1946/47 

£ 

8,391 

69 

1,650 

349 

34 

437 

851 


292 

213 

154 

135 

250 

271 


13,096 

492 


40 

525 


14,153 

21 

743 


£14,917 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1948 


Expenditure 

To  Fees,  Salaries  of  Teachers,  Matrons,  Servants,  etc.  .. 
Health  and  Unemployment  Insurance,  etc. 

Provisions  

Laundry  

Other  Household  Expenses  and  Sundries  

Rent,  Rat^s,  Taxes,  Insurance  and  Telephone 
Fuel,  Light,  Cleaning  and  Water 

Printing,  Stationery,  Postage,  Educational  Books  and 

Apparatus  

Medical  Charges  

Travelling  

Renewals 

Sports,  Games,  Dramatics,  etc.  

Teachers’  Superannuation  

Clothing-Staff 


Management  Expenses 

Legal  and  Other  Charges  

Upkeep  of  Buildings  and  Grounds  (including  Repairs) 


Legacies — Transferred  to  Balance  Sheet 
Bursaries  from  Endowment  and  other  Special  Income 
(per  contra) 


1946/47 

i 

£ 

9,0S6 

10,740 

96 

1,751 

1,970 

210 

451 

326 

33 

315 

490 

1,063 

13,342 

21 

362 

155 

743 

169 

811 

244 

282 

279 

25 

14,705 

471 

32 

1,102 

16,310 

467 

305 

£17,082 

£14,917 

Income 

By  Maintenance  and  other  Fees  ... 
Grant,  Ministry  of  Education 
Donations 

Dividends  and  Annuities 
Grant,  Gardner’s  Trust 


Legacies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Appropriation  of  Endowment  and  Special  Income 

(per  contra) 

Deficit  carried  to  Balance  Sheet 


£ 

11,746 

140 

208 

315 

315 


12,724 

467 

305 

3,586 


£17,082 


GRANTS  TO  SOCIETIES  FOR  THE 

BLIND. 

1947 

£ 

S 

d. 

Association  of  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs 

118 

15 

0 

Cornwall  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

500 

0 

0 

Church  Missionary  Society  ... 

...  300 

0 

0 

Gasking  Holiday  Fund  

10 

0 

0 

Guide  Dogs  for  the  Blind  Association  

...  1,000 

0 

0 

Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind  

500 

0 

0 

Kent  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

100 

0 

0 

Northern  Counties  Association  for  the  Blind 

500 

0 

0 

St.  Vincent’s  School  for  the  Blind 

26 

0 

0 

Southport  Blind  Person*’  Act  Committee 

...  302 

16 

10 

£3,357 

11 

10 
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ENDOWMENTS 


NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

(See  Pages  26—27) 


General  Account 

The  H.  I;.  Bailey  Bequest  

The  Leopold  Salomon’s  Endowment  Fund 
The  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Memorial  Fund  ... 
The  Miss  Constance  de  Jong  Bequest 
The  William  Brown  Hex  tall  Bequest 
The  John  Rac  Campbell  Endowment  Fund 

The  Nuffield  Endowment  

The  Mary  Shaw  Bequest  

The  Hornshaw  Endowment 

The  Sir  Alfred  Jones  Bequest 

The  Donald  and  Rosie  Alderson  Bequest  ... 

The  Hextall  Fund  for  Blind  Law  Students 

The  Blind  Social  Aid  Society  Fund 

The  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kirkham  Bequest 

The  Henry  Heskall  David  Bequest 

The  Sir  John  Howard  Bequest 
The  J.  J.  Crosfield  Bequest  ... 

The  Mrs.  Ralph  Partridge  Bequest ... 

The  J.  W.  Comben  Bequest 

The  Dr.  Howell  Rees  Bequest 
The  Henry  Ireland  Bequest  ... 

The  Rev.  F.  J.  Hackett  Bequest 

The  Louis  Sterne  Bequest  

The  Miss  Mary  Jesson  Bequest  

The  Mrs.  J.  Rainsforth  Bequest  

The  Miss  Constance  Harvie  Bequest 
The  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  Little  Bequest 
Proceeds  of  Sale  of  9 Oval  Road,  London  ... 
The  Alma  Marvin  Bequest  ... 

The  Rose  Gay  Bequest,  1858/1931... 


Guest  House  for  Blind  Women,  Leamington 

The  Harry  Urmson  Hayes  Fund 

The  Miss  A.  V.  Allpress  Endowment  Fund 


Convalescent  and  Holiday  Home,  St.  Leonard’s 

The  Mrs.  Jessie  Elizabeth  Laing  Bequest  ... 

“ Arno,”  Ventnor.  Isle  of  Wight 

The  Mrs.  Annie  Fisher  Bequest 
The  Robert  Noble  Bequest  ... 


Chorleywood  College 

The  William  Brown  Hextall  Scholarship  . . 
The  Nuffield  Endowment 

The  James  Gilbertson  Bequest  

The  Miss  E.  W.  Allen  Bequest  (After-Care) 
Fees  Endowment  Fund 


Fellowship  House,  Hoylake 

National  Deaf-Blind  Helpers’  League 


General  Account 

Andrews,  Miss  Sarah  May 
Arblaster,  William  George  ... 
Ashworth,  C.  E. 

Atkins,  Miss  Caroline 
Atkins,  Miss  Marianne 
Austin,  Lord  ... 

Baker,  Mrs.  Annie 
Barnett,  Miss  Ada  Emma 
Barnicoat,  Miss  Bessie 
Barrett,  Miss  Ethel  Charlotte 

Bates,  Mrs.  Annie  

Batson,  — 

Becker,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann 
Bere,  Charles  ... 

Binks,  William 

Birch,  Arthur  Robert... 

Bishop,  Mrs.  Ann  Elizabeth  ... 


c 

s. 

d. 

...18,644 

1 

4 

...  9,6(10 

0 

0 

...  9,629 

0 

1 1 

...  7,973 

13 

1 

...  5,633 

19 

4 

...  3,000 

0 

0 

...  2,583 

16 

2 

...  1,483 

1 

10 

...  1,017 

1 1 

0 

...  1 ,000 

0 

0 

...  1,000 

0 

0 

655 

0 

0 

...  502 

12 

5 

500 

0 

0 

539 

15 

0 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

100 

15 

0 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

...  3,100 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

11 

6 

1 

450 

0 

0 

...  720 

7 

2 

329 

1 

6 

348 

2 

6 

...  1,000 

0 

0 

£70,642 

3 

4 

i 

s. 

d. 

..  2,014 

3 

10 

8S9 

10 

0 

£2,903 

13 

10 

£ 

s. 

d. 

..  1,000 

0 

0 

£ 

s. 

d. 

..  1,75S 

10 

6 

..  6,233 

5 

8 

£7,991 

16 

2 

£ 

s. 

d. 

..  2,999 

4 

6 

..  2,067 

0 

10 

500 

0 

0 

..  3,000 

0 

0 

..  1,200 

0 

0 

£9,766 

5 

4 

...  £850 

0 

0 

LEGACIES 

£ 

s. 

d 

309 

17 

9 

6 

13 

8 

47 

16 

0 

3S2 

13 

9 

100 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

250 

14 

2 

10 

0 

0 

552 

13 

5 

63 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

550 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

459 

15 

0 

472 

19 

1 

SUNSHINE  FUND  FOR  BLIND  BABIES  AND  CHILDREN 


General  Account 

The  James  Attficld  Bequest 

The  Miss  Susan  A.  Davey  Bequest  ... 

The  Lewis  Maulkin  King  Bequest  ... 


£ s.  d. 
2U5  14  7 
600  0 0 
100  0 0 


Blind  Babies’  Home,  East  Grinstead 

The  “ Dancing  Times  ” Endowment 
The  Hornshaw  Endowment ... 

The  Mrs.  Lucy  Block  Bequest 
The  Mrs.  A.  R.  Edwards  Bequest  ... 

The  Miss  A.  D.  Spiers  Bequest 

The  Mrs.  F.  Marks  Bequest 

The  T.  G.  Sorby  Bequest 

The  Miss  Vaughan  Chapman  Bequest 

The  “ Sunday  League  ” Endowment 

The  Anthony  Cloustin  Partridge  Endowment 

The  Eliza  and  John  Frederick  Bequest 


£905  1 4 7 


£ s.  d. 

2,000  0 O 

1 ,020  0 0 

561  311 

477  10  0 
477  10  0 
450  0 0 
200  0 0 
100  0 0 
47  17  0 

500  0 0 
751  0 9 


£6,585  1 8 


Blind  Babies’  Home,  Southport 

The  Ernest  Hallowell  Barlow  Bequest 
The  James  Gilbertson  Bequest 
The  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  R.  Graves  Bequest 
The  Mrs.  H.  R.  Ethel  Graves  Bequest 


£ s.  d. 
752  II  5 
500  0 0 
105  0 0 
100  0 0 


£1,457  1 1 5 


Blind  Babies’  Home,  Northwood 

£ s.  d. 

Bundles  for  Britain,  Inc.,  Niagara  Falls,  New  York, 

U.S.A.,  and  Daughters  of  St.  George,  Niagara  Falls, 

Ontario,  Canada  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £504  0 4 

Total  £102,606  6 8 


THE  MOON  SOCIETY 

The  Miss  A.  E.  C.  Moon  Endowment  £2,667  14  5 


WORCESTER  COLLEGE  FOR  THE  BLIND,  WORCESTER 

£ s.  d 

The  Miss  E.  W.  Allen  Bequest  (After-Care)  ...  ...  4,253  M 11 


The  William  Brown  Hextall  Scholarship 
General  Endowment  Fund  ... 

The  Nuffield  Endowment 
The  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Memorial  Fund 
The  Blair  and  Forster  Memorial  Fund 
The  Swimming  Bath  Fund  ... 

The  Himing  Prize  Fund 
Gardner’s  Scholarship  for  the  Blind 


3,000 

3,000 

2,055 

250 

200 

113 

90 


7,268  17 


£20,231  0 10 


1947-48 


Blaauw,  Bertram  William  St.  Leger 
Bowly,  Mrs.  Emilie  Louisa  ... 

Brooks,  James  William 
Burt,  Miss  Alice 
Byne,  Loftus  St.  G.  ... 

Carter,  Charles 

Casson,  Mrs.  L.  K.  C 

Chadney,  Mrs.  Mary  Blanche 
Cook,  Mrs.  Ruth  Susannah  ... 

Cottrell,  Miss  Gertrude  Maude  Anne 

Crabtree,  Miss  Alice  Ann 

Crompton,  Amos 

Davies,  Miss  Jane  Myfanwy 

Dixon,  Miss  Frances  Maude  Fitmauricc 

Dowd  all,  Mrs.  Mary 


£ s.  d. 
100  0 0 
824  16  3 
1 2 6 
71  15  0 
100  0 0 
4 4 2 

7 0 10 
50  0 0 
12  4 1 

3 16  2 
197  8 9 
34  1 0 

722  4 7 
100  0 0 
3 15  9 


Carried  forward  6,149  15  11 


Page  33 


Brought  forward 

Eardlcy,  Miss  Clara  Edith 

Ecclcston,  Mrs.  Betsy  Ann  ...  

Krlam,  Miss  Helen  

Fitchett,  Frederick  George  ...  

Gibson,  Miss  C.  B.  ...  

Giles,  Miss  Edith  Catherine 

Gillibrand,  Robert  ...  ...  ...  

Glasby,  Miss  Annie  Elizabeth  

Godfrey,  Miss  Flora  ...  

Gutschow,  Mrs.  Olga  (in  memory  of  Arthur  Gutschow) 

Hamilton-Gordon,  Mrs.  F.  E.  

Hammett,  Mrs.  Alina  Elizabeth  ...  

Hastings,  Miss  Edith  Anne 

Hautenville,  Mrs.  Mary  Annie 

Hayes,  George  Whitley  

Hicks,  Miss  Magdalene  Jessie 
Milder,  Miss  Sarah  Emmeline  Rogers 
Hill,  Miss  Ethel  Margaret 
Hodgson,  Mrs.  Ellen 
Horsfall,  Miss  Annie  Louisa  ... 

Hubbard,  Henry  Malcolm 

Hudson,  Mrs.  Mary 

Hunt,  Miss  Elizabeth  Mary  ...  ...  ...  . . 

Hunt,  Miss  Selina  

Jacobs,  Mrs.  Ann 

Jenkins,  Miss  Sophia  Mary  ...  ...  ...  

Jewkes,  Walter  ...  ...  ...  

Johnson,  Miss  Jessie  ...  ...  

Jones,  Edward  Ernest 
Kershaw,  Mrs.  Jessie  Agnes  ... 

Kidd,  Mrs.  Ada  Constance  ... 

King,  Miss  Emma 

Lakin,  Mrs.  Emily  Elizabeth  Laura  

Lambert,  Geoffrey  Lionel  Ernest  ... 

Laughton,  William  Henry 

Lester,  James  ...  

Mackintosh,  Mrs.  Bertha  Lydia  Gertrude 

Manbre,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Christian  

Mandale,  Mrs.  Margaret  Hannah 
Martell,  James  Charles 

Melonie,  Mrs.  Clara  Ellen  

Moreton,  Miss  Margaret  Isabella  

Moullin,  Miss  Emma  Rachel  

Musgrove,  Miss  Mary  Ann 

Nevison,  Mrs.  Emma 
Nicholson,  Miss  Edith  Rebecca 
Norton,  George  William 

Ottley,  Miss  Laura  Emma  Grace  

Parker,  William  Henry  

Paulger,  John 

Paulger,  William  

Pearce,  Miss  Emma  

Peto,  Mrs.  Ellen  Cornelia  (in  memory  of  her  daughters,  Doris 
Peto  and  Marjorie  ColdweU) 

Polglase,  Mrs.  Nellie 

Powell,  George  Milton  ...  

Powell,  Miss  Marion  Kathleen 
Price,  James  Benjamin  Garsed 
Rake,  Sidney  Beaven  .. 

Rappel,  Miss  Louisa  Gertrude 

Ravment,  Mrs.  Annie  Louisa  

Rich,  Isaac  

Richards,  James 
Roberts,  Miss  Minna  Sophia 
Robinson,  Miss  Amy  ... 

Rolph,  Miss  Emma  Lucy  

Row,  William  George... 

Rowlands,  Miss  Martha  Sarah  Griffiths 
Ruffell,  Walter  James 
Samuel,  Miss  Margaret  Ellen 

Samworth,  Miss  Edith  

Samworth,  Henry  

Sheel,  George  Albert  

Shepard,  Richard  Percy  

Sheppard,  Miss  Annie 

Silverwood,  Sarah  

Simister,  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane 
Simpson,  William  Cecil 
Smith,  Edward  Clayton 

Smith,  Miss  Jane  

Smyth,  Miss  May  

Soutter,  Miss  Hannah  H 

Stacey,  Harrie  

Steel,  Hugh  La  Fontaine  Dyne 

Steele,  Mrs.  Martha  Catherine  

Stenhouse,  Miss  Agnes  Herkess 
Street,  Miss  Elizabeth  Baxter 
leasdale,  Mrs.  Eliza  Margaret 
Theobald,  S.  A. 

Thompson,  Alfred  Tatham 
I hompson,  Miss  Henrietta  Constance  Ethel 

Thorley,  Mrs.  Maria  Lucy  

Timson,  Miss  Caroline  Elizabeth 
Trickitt,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Turner,  Norman  William  ... 
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£ s.  d. 
6,149  15  11 
100  0 0 
209  19  6 
18  0 0 
871  15  0 
10  0 0 
105  6 5 
. 2,927  1 4 

13  12  6 

10  0 0 
52  10  0 
10  0 0 
25  0 0 
500  0 0 
593  2 6 
30  14  4 
500  0 0 
50  0 0 
90  0 0 

40  19  2 
1,800  0 0 
100  0 0 
100  0 0 
272  18  9 

6 17  0 
180  0 0 

1 ,000  0 0 
20  0 0 
109  9 7 

35  18  4 
50  0 0 

150  0 0 
10  0 
189  15  8 

25  0 0 
70  0 0 

7 10  0 

450  0 0 

2/0  0 0 
100  0 0 
500  0 0 
319  6 3 
340  0 0 

13  7 6 
100  0 0 
25  0 0 
778  1 9 

227  5 4 
100  0 0 
200  0 0 
1,000  0 0 
1,000  0 0 
175  16  5 

1 ,000  0 0 
100  0 0 
10  0 0 
200  0 0 
1,014  16  6 
10  0 0 
1 9 

126  11  2 
4,906  12  1 

10  0 0 
200  1 8 
2,500  0 0 
100  0 0 
SO  0 0 
25  0 0 
6 6 0 
637  1 6 

594  2 10 
750  0 0 
25  0 0 
33  13  2 
200  0 0 
100  0 0 
50  0 0 
45  16  6 
450  8 0 
292  7 1 

50  0 0 

50  0 0 
47  8 11 
25  0 0 
558  6 3 
S16  13  1 

525  0 0 
250  0 0 
5 0 0 
2,185  13  8 
500  0 0 
610  19  2 
500  0 0 
100  0 0 
10  0 0 


Urquhart,  Miss  Mary 
Usher,  Mrs.  Ellen  Alecia 
Vooght,  Mrs.  Hannah 
Waddington,  Joshua  Paget  ... 
Wakefield,  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  ... 

Wareing,  Miss  Agnes 

Wells,  Charles 
Wells,  William  Clarence 
White,  Edwin  ... 

Whiteiock,  Miss  Clara 
Williams,  James  Arthur 
Williamson,  Frederick  William 
Williamson,  Thomas  Charles 
Yeomans,  John  


Training  Guido  Dogs  for  the  Blind  (see  page  32) 
Wood,  Mrs.  Muriel  Henrietta  Campbell 

Sunshine  Fund  for  Blind  Babies  and  Children 

Atkins,  Miss  Marianne 
Brookman,  Mrs.  Edith  Mary 
Brown,  Miss  Annie 
Campbell,  Miss  Georgiana  Mary 
Graham,  Mrs.  Martha 
Hanson,  Miss  Anna  Rosalind 

Johnson,  Miss  Jessie  

Kingscott  Mrs.  Anna  Louisa  Frances 
MacDougall,  Miss  Florence  Mary  ... 

Moullin,  Miss  Emma  Rachel 

Thornton,  Miss  Rosa 

West,  Harold  Swinney 

Whittingham,  Mrs.  Frances  Kemp 


c 

s. 

d. 

177 

1 

2 

7,477 

7 

7 

337 

5 

2 

8 

1 

1 

2 

10 

4 

258 

18 

6 

100 

0 

0 

1 ,000 

0 

0 

7 

1 

2 

50 

0 

0 

928 

8 

8 

41 

5 

0 

109 

17 

0 

7 

14 

3 

£52,232 

2 

6 

i 

s. 

d. 

..  1,000 

0 

0 

£ 

s. 

d. 

100 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

368 

3 

I 

25 

0 

0 

109 

9 

7 

112 

19 

2 

! ,698 

0 

6 

13 

7 

6 

5 

7 

6 

41 

4 

1 

12 

2 

0 

£2,566  4 3 


Together  ...  £55,798  6 9 

In  Addition  the  Following  Legacies  were  Bequeathed  to  the 
Institute  During  the  Year,  and  were  Specifically  Appro- 
priated  as  Below  : — 

Alfred  Eichholz  Memorial  Clinic 

Eichholz,  William  ...  

Channels  of  Blessing  Magazine 

Gerrard,  John  

Troup,  Sir  Charles  Edward  ... 


Holiday  Home  for  the  Deaf-Blind,  Hoylake 

Clarke,  Mrs.  L.  A. 

Simister,  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane 


Guest  House  for  Blind  Women,  Leamington 

Fentum,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Matilda  

Convalescent  and  Holiday  Home,  St.  Leonards 

Howells,  Mrs.  Hannah  

War-Blinded  Civilians 

Ward,  Miss  A.  H 

Wireless  Sets  for  the  Blind  . 

Wood,  Mrs.  Muriel  Henrietta  Campbell 

Sunshine  Homo  for  Blind  Babies  and  Children,  Southport 

Bam  ford,  Thomas 
Kay,  Thomas  Edward 

Lawson,  Mrs.  Jane  Parker  

McLellan,  Miss  Ethel  Gertrude 
Rhodes,  Miss  Sarah 


( 

s. 

d. 

1,175 

12 

6 

£ 

s. 

-1 

92 

19 

5 

659 

5 

0 

£752 

4 

5 

£ 

s. 

d. 

250 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

£300 

0 

0 

i 

s. 

d 

100 

0 

0 

c 

s. 

d. 

37 

10 

0 

£ 

s. 

d. 

10 

0 

0 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1 ,000 

0 

0 

f 

s. 

d. 

50 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

S 

13 

8 

.1,658 

13 

8 

Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies  and  Children,  East  Grinstead 

£ s.  d. 

19  1 10 

1.8S7  10 


Bradbury,  Mrs.  Eliza 
Dainty,  Mrs.  Kathleen 
Mann,  Mrs.  Alice  Margaret 


208  7 3 


Children's  Holiday  Home,  New  Romney 

MacBean,  Miss  Marion  

Worcester  College  for  the  Blind 

Tillvard,  Kerchever  ... 

Verrender,  Walter  Joseph 


£2,114 

19 

8 

£ 

s. 

d. 

45 

13 

1 1 

£ 

s. 

d. 

450 

0 

0 

16 

4 

1 

£466 

4 

1 

UNIFIED  COLLECTING  AGREEMENTS 


1946/7 
/ s. 

d. 

STATEMENT  FOR  YEAR  ENDED  31st  MARCH,  1948 
NET  AMOUNT  AVAILABLE  FOR  DISTRIBUTION  : 

£ 

s. 

d. 

139,303 

4 

3 

(a)  From  Areas  worked  by  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 

152,497 

10 

5 

28,495 

1 

6 

(b)  From  Areas  worked  by  Other  Participating  Societies, 
including  Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind 

32,170 

5 

0 

£167,798 

5 

9 

£184,667 

15 

5 

£ 

s. 

d. 

DISTRIBUTED  AS  FOLLOWS  : 

£ 

s. 

d. 

50,079 

19 

9 

National  Institute  for  the  Blind 

54,995 

4 

4 

13,207 

18 

7 

National  Library  for  the  Blind 

14,786 

8 

9 

104,510 

7 

5 

Other  Participating  Societies  (see  below)  ... 

114,886 

2 

4 

£167,798 

5 

9 

£184,667 

15 

5 

ANALYSIS  OF  AMOUNTS  DISTRIBUTED  TO  OTHER  PARTICIPATING  SOCIETIES 


£ 

s. 

d. 

LINCOLNSHIRE— 

£ 

s. 

d. 

BEDFORDSHIRE — 

Boston  and  Holland  Blind  Society  ... 

1,061 

18 

7 

N.  Bedfordshire  Society  for  Welfare  of  the  Blind 

1,436 

1 1 

5 

Grimsby  Society  for  the  Blind 

649 

10 

8 

Kesteven  Blind  Society 

1,101 

1 

8 

BERKSHIRE— 

Lincoln  Blind  Society 

483 

18 

4 

Berkshire  County  Blind  Society 

1,699 

15 

4 

Lindsey  Blind  Society 

3,483 

16 

9 

Reading  Association  for  Welfare  of  the  Blind 

483 

4 

10 

NORFOLK  - 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE— 

Norwich  Institution  for  the  Blind  ... 

3,809 

11 

3 

Buckinghamshire  Association  for  the  Blind 

2,053 

18 

0 

NORTHUMBERLAND- 

Newcastle  Agencies  for  the  Blind  ... 

7,382 

13 

3 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE— 

Cambridgeshire  Society  for  the  Blind 

1,815 

1 

6 

NORTH  WALES— 

North  Wales  Society  for  the  Blind  ... 

3,901 

15 

6 

CHESHIRE— 

Chester  & District  Blind  Welfare  Society 

4,597 

0 

5 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE— 

Macclesfield  Society  for  the  Blind  ... 

674 

2 

7 

Royal  Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Nottingham 

770 

18 

1 

Stockport  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb 

1,125 

16 

3 

Wallasey  Blind  Welfare  Committee 

50 

0 

0 

OXFORDSHIRE— 

Oxford  (City  and  County)  Society  for  the  Blind  ... 

1,706 

9 

11 

CORNWALL— 

Cornwall  Countv  Association  for  the  Blind 

3,431 

14 

1 

SOMERSET— 

Bath  Societv  for  the  Blind  ... 

468 

14 

2 

DEVON— 

Somerset  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

2,494 

10 

5 

Devon  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

2,214 

12 

1 

Home  for  the  Blind,  Torr 

120 

0 

0 

SUFFOLK— 

South  Devon  and  Cornwall  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Ipswich  Blind  Society 

1,337 

14 

0 

Plvmouth... 

2,087 

15 

8 

West  Suffolk  Voluntary  Blind  Committee 

997 

19 

4 

West  of  England  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Exeter 

1 ,753 

18 

4 

SURREY— 

DORSET— 

Surrev  Voluntary  Association  for  the  Blind 

2,056 

13 

11 

Dorset  County  Association  for  the  Blind  ... 

879 

1 

3 

SUSSEX— 

DURHAM— 

Eastbourne  Society  for  the  Blind  ... 

348 

14 

3 

Darlington  Society  for  the  Blind 

535 

11 

11 

Hastings  Voluntary  Association  for  the  Blind 

124 

10 

7 

West  Sussex  Association  for  the  Blind 

2,272 

19 

0 

ESSEX— 

Essex  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

3,123 

18 

2 

WILTSHIRE 

Wiltshire  Association  for  the  Care  of  the  Blind  ... 

2,713 

16 

2 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE— 

Bristol  Royal  Blind  Asvlum  and  Workshops 

4,721 

18 

1 1 

YORKSHIRE— 

Gloucester  (City)  Society  for  the  Blind 

496 

16 

6 

Barnsley  & District  Toint  Blind  Welfare  Committee 

495 

9 

5 

Gloucester  County  Association  for  the  Blird 

4,274 

1 

1 1 

Cleveland  and  South  Durham  Institute  for  the  Blind 

2,396 

8 

9 

Colne  and  Holme  Valley  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee 

315 

12 

1 

HAMPSHIRE  — 

Doncaster  and  District  Home  Teaching  Association  for  the 

Bournemouth  Blind  Aid  Society 

580 

4 

4 

Blind 

1,208 

10 

8 

Southampton  Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  . . . 

1,239 

15 

I 

Goole  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee 

176 

I 

1 

Halifax  Societv  for  the  Blind 

1,112 

11 

7 

HEREFORDSHIRE 

Harrogate  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind 

948 

3 

8 

Herefordshire  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

1,112 

18 

3 

Huddersfield  and  District  Blind  Societv 

865 

19 

8 

Keighley  and  District  Institution  for  the  Blind  ... 

1 . 1 28 

14 

7 

HERTFORDSHIRE— 

Leeds  Voluntary  Welfare  of  the  Blind  Committee 

4,481 

11 

9 

Hertfordshire  Society  for  the  Blind  ... 

3,171 

4 

2 

North  Riding  Voluntary  Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the 

Blind 

621 

11 

11 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE— 

Rawmarsh  and  District  Blind  Welfare  Committee 

228 

16 

7 

Huntingdonshire  Society  for  the  Blind 

863 

19 

1 1 

Rotherham  Voluntary  Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the 

Blind 

659 

18 

ISLE  OF  MAN  — 

Saddleworth  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee 

S3 

4 

6 

Manx  31ind  Welfare  Society 

979 

8 

7 

Scarborough  Societv  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind 

283 

1 

6 

Selbv  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee 

164 

19 

9 

LANCASHIRE 

Settle  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee 

389 

18 

9 

Asbton-under-Lync,  Stalvbridge,  Dunkinfield  and  District 

Thorne  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee  ... 

125 

7 

1 

Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind... 

967 

17 

10 

Todmorden  Societv  for  the  Blind  ... 

115 

10 

10 

Catholic  Blind  Asylum 

482 

18 

1 1 

Wakefidd  and  District  Institution  for  the  Blind  ... 

1, 090 

15 

2 

Liverpool  Workshops  for  the  Blind... 

9,658 

18 

4 

Yorkshire  School  for  the  Blind 

779 

4 

1 

Preston  Industrial  Institute  and  Homes  for  the  Blind 

1 ,804 

17 

5 

— 

Oldham  Blind  Persons  Act  Committee 

919 

1 

2 

Total,  as  above 

O 14  S86 

2 

4 

St.  Helens  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind 

690 

19 

9 
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THE  BLIND  COMMUNITY 
Some  Facts  and  Figures 


YOU  have  read  in  the  pages  of  this  Report  of  the 
work  which  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
is  doing  for  the  blind  community.  That  com- 
munity is  made  up  of  babies,  children,  men  and  women 
living  all  over  the  country,  in  remote  villages  as  well 
as  in  crowded  cities.  The  scale  of  Blind  Welfare  Ser- 
vices in  England  and  Wales  can  perhaps  best  be  ganged 
by  looking  at  a few  figures  from  the  most  recent  Register 
of  the  Blind  statistics  for  the  year  194G-47,  compiled 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  Civilian  Blind 

The  total  population  of  England  and  Wales,  according 
to  the  last  estimate,  is  41,690,000.  Of  this  number, 
76,004  are  blind  persons — 35,483  men  and  40,521 
women.  Of  that  total,  approximately  2,250  have  been 
blinded  on  war  service ; all  other  registered  blind 
people  constitute  the  “civilian  blind,”  including 
civilians  blinded  by  enemy  action,  for  whose  welfare 
the  National  Institute,  in  co-operation  with  voluntary 
agencies  for  the  blind  and  Local  Authorities  throughout 
England  and  Wales,  is  responsible. 

Babies 

There  are  12  babies  under  the  age  of  1 known  to  be 
blind,  and  176  more  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5.  The 
majority  of  these  babies  are  cared  for  in  the  National 
Institute’s  Sunshine  Home  Nursery  Schools. 

At  School 

For  educational  purposes  partially  sighted  children 
are  now  being  separated  from  blind  children.  According 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  Return,  the  number  of  blind 
children  aged  5-16  is  1,338.  Blind  children  have  to 
stay  at  school  until  they  are  16  years  of  age.  Parents, 
unfortunately,  do  not  always  send  blind  children  to 
school  early  enough.  There  are  now  14  primary 
schools  for  blind  children,  which  must  be  residential. 
Children  with  good  ability  have  a chance  of  going  on  at 
the  age  of  11-12  for  higher  education  to  Worcester 
or  Chorleywood  College  or  to  the  Royal  Normal  College 
for  the  Blind,  which  specialises  in’  shorthand-typing 
and  music.  Blind  children  who  are  ineducable  by 
reason  of  mental  defect  are  now  the  responsibility 
of  the  National  Health  Service.  Educable  blind 
children  who  suffer  from  an  additional  handicap, 
physical  or  mental,  number  80-100.  The  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  initiated  in  1931  a special  type  of 
education  for  such  children  at  Court  Grange,  Devon, 
and  is  now  developing  that  difficult  and  most  important 
work  at  Condover  Hall,  Shropshire. 


Employment 

The  war  gave  the  blind  their  first  big  opportunity  of 
working  alongside  sighted  people  in  open  industry 
on  such  jobs  as  machine  operation,  inspection  and 
assembly  work.  This  field  of  employment  is  still 
being  developed  and  some  2,000  blind  men  and  women 
arc  at  work  to-day  in  sighted  industry. 

Workshops  for  the  Blind  employ  approximately 
2,500  men  and  775  women.  Just  over  1,500  blind 
people  are  employed  as  Home  Workers  in  their  own 
homes  under  organised  supervision.  In  addition  to 
employment  in  such  " sheltered  workshops  ” and  in 
open  industry,  blind  " workers  on  their  own  account  ” 
include  clergy,  lawyer's,  teachers,  physiotherapists 
(or  “ masseurs”),  musicians,  piano-tuners,  shorthand- 
typists,  telephonists,  shopkeepers,  poultry  farmers  and 
business  men  in  variety.  Some  blind  men  have  made 
their  mark  as  administrators  in  the  public  service 
and  in  social  service. 


At  home  or  in  Homes 

Though  it  is  the  aim  of  Blind  Welfare  to  train  and 
place  as  many  of  the  blind  as  possible  in  suitable  work, 
the  number  of  “ unemployables  ” will  always  be  large, 
because  so  many  people  go  blind  in  the  later  years  of 
life.  There  are  17,840  blind  people  between  the  ages 
of  50  and  65,  8,860  between  65  and  70,  and  32,852 
over  70.  Up  to  65,  men  outnumber  women,  but 
beyond  65  the  position  is  reversed.  Although  the  need 
for  Homes  for  the  elderly  blind  is  now  generally  recog- 
nised and  new  Homes  are  being  opened  every  year, 
there  is  still  only  accommodation  for  1,082  women  and 
482  men.  Over  3,000  blind  people  live  in  Public 
Assistance  Institutions  and  many  more  old  people 
live  alone,  often  in  very  unsatisfactory  conditions. 


The  Newly-Blinded 

Each  year,  accident  or  disease  take  their  toll  of 
sight.  3,083  men  and  3,780  women  were  newly 
registered  as  blind  in  the  year  1946-47.  Though  the 
majority  of  these  were  elderly,  there  were  889  persons 
between  the  ages  of  16  and  50.  So  the  need  for  Blind 
Welfare  Services  never  grows  less — schools  for  the 
young,  rehabilitation  for  those  in  the  prime  of  life, 
Homes  for  the  old — all  these  and  much  more  must  be 
provided  year  by  year. 
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